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Note to the readerf-or improved legibility, th&uropean Grouping of Territorial
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Executive Summary

This European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) monitoring report is
part of regular European Committee of the Regi(@®sR) monitoring on the
annual progresand development of tHeEGTC instrument. Tis 2018-2019report
gives an overview of the state of platythe end of 2018nd developmerduring
2018 and 2019

A review of national legislatioshows that all Member States (MS) have adopted
the European Uon (EU)EGTC regulation in nationdw, but only a few have
incorporated the EGTC regulatiamendmendf 2013. The last national updates
were implemented in 2018w more changesre planned. M@/hereauthorities
participate in several EGTCs or where EGE have theiregisteredoffice are
especially active contributors to facilitating knowledgechange andreation
among stakeholdergiformation and suppoare provided in very different ways
The range and intensity of communication and knowledgeaggeh about the
EGTC instrumenis similarto 2017.

One EGTC was dissolved but is not yetrdgistered and six were founded during
2018/19 this means/5 EGTC wereregistered athe end ofthe year For some
EGTCs no activities could be identified, ingwlg they may nobe operational

The newly founded EGTCs are described in terms of their main features,
governance structurgstc. For other EGTCs short stories illustrate their activities
based on projects. These show that EGTCs contributardis bette accesdo
public services including healthcare, emergency and transport seihegslso
support nature disaster preventicgnvironmental protectiorand economic
development related to tourism, competitiveness, jobs, education and dualture.
addition, they contribute to implementing programmes and raisinguading.

The geographic location, players involved, topics covered and tasks have further
increased. However, EGTCs remain fairly concentrated in specific European
border areas, with a few MSmninvolved in any. The are fewEGTCswith
members from nofU countrieswhich has notthanged in the past two years.

The membership of some EGTCs has changed since the last monitoring report,
with a few losing members and more gaining members. Members of EGTCs
founded in 2018 and 2019 are local and regional authotilesew EGTCshave

a crossthematic focus on terotial developmenglthough starting from different
perspectives

Compared with previous years, average staff and budgets remain relatively
unchanged with an overall increase due tonine EGTCs.European Territorial



CooperationETC) has become a mommaportant funding source though EGTCs
also benefit from other European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF),
Horizon 2020, Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), Erasmus+ aBadlBtions.

ETC is the most widely used European funding for EGTI@sprojects from a
variety of programmes. Nevertheless, only a few EGTCs are more directly
involved in implementing programmes and parts of programmes. In 2018 and
2019,40 EGTCs said they had implemented ETC projects, in many cases more
than onewith many nereimplemented in 2018 and 2018an previouslyMore
EGTCsare nowsole beneficiaries of ETC project8eyondbeing a partner or
lead partner in an ETC project, EGTCs also contribute indirectly to ETC through
capacity building, support for programmesid membership in Monitoring
Committees. EGTCs plan furth&TC activities in the remaining 2012020
programming periodvith more project proposaland decisionson submitted
project applications.

Application of theEGTC instrument is very dynamand thisgrows eery year.

At the end of 2019, about 25 EGTCs wengler constructigreeveral are awaiting
approvalandtwo have beeturned downThe majorityare at different stages of
preparatiorandfew are just an ide@eing discussed bstakeholdersThereare
prospective EGTC members all across the \i#ch cancontribute to further
widening the fields of action and regions involved. Some EGTCs previously
identi fied as have stapged their toundation actyvitidghis is 0
partly due to obsicles in developing statutes and conventions, the complexity of
setting up an EGTC or difficulties when seeking support from national authorities.
Other reasons for stopping or delayimg EGTC are external, including
administrative reforms or changing figlal representatives. One EGTC was
dissolved after a lengthgrocedure but is still registered. Further dissolutions are
expectedn 2020 and 2021.



1 Introduction

EGTC monitoring reports are part of reguf@oR monitoring on the annual
progress and delopment of the EGTC instrument. The 82019 monitoring
report gives an overview of the current state of play, focusing on the activities and
development othecurrent 75 EGTCs.

The 20B-2019 EGTC monitoring report begins witan analysis of national
legislation implememtg the amended EGTC Regulation (EU) No 1302/2013 to
provide an update on the legal basis for EGTCs (Chapter 2).

New EGTCs are presented in Chapter 3. Aims, structures and recent
accomplishments are highlighted to introduce the rfeatures of thaix newly
founded EGTG.

An overview of EGTC activities argtate of playollows in Chapted. Expanding

on previous monitoring reports, this includes short stories and illustrations of
successful project activities. The sections shoxerseactivities illustrating how
EGTCs overcome obstacles and achieve European added value with their
outcomes. The chapter concludes with a quantitative overview of all EGTCs and
their activities (Section 4.2). Thigcludesan analysis of activitiesaacross all
EGTCs which highlights their involvement incohesionpolicy and planned
actions

A special chapter is devoteéd EGTCs awaiting approval, in preparation just
an idea (Chaptées). Thisreviewsprogress toward finalising their foundatioss, a
well as potential new foundatioprocesseslt also includesan overview of
EGTGCsthathave been awere beingclosedin 20182019






2 Comparative analysis of naional
provisions

All MS have adopted EGT(Regulation(EC) No 1082/2006, n.dgs outlined in
Annex 1 which lists the provisions and authorisswvell asipdates of national /
regional provisions. In principle, all MS have fulfilled their obligation to adopt
the EGTC Regulation. This chapter scrutinisellitional national provisions
especially related to the amended EGTC Regulation (Section 2.1) and efforts
made by MS to support implementation of the EGTC instrument (Section 2.2).

2.1 National legislation to implementthe EGTC regulation

By December 201925 of 57 approval authoritieshad adopted the amended
EGTC Regulation (EU) 1302/2013, as shown in Table 1. Annex 1 provides a more
detailed overview withindividual dates, authoritiesandMS which have adopted

the amended regulation since the last momtpreport.

The firstto adopt new povisionsrelaing to the amenedregulation werenainly

MS and regions with several EGTCs (see TablespeciallyGreece, Romania,
Slovakia and Spainin 2018/2019, Bulgaria, Estonia, Hungary, Saxony and
Slovakia adpted new provisions. The extent however diffaigh Bulgaria,
Estonia and Slovakia rkeng smaller changeswhile Hungary and Saxony
adopted new lawd he adopted revision by Latvia dates to 2015 but has not been
reported earlier.

So far most MS have rteadopted new provisions and have no intentibdoing

so, including Belgian and most German regions as well as Luxembandy
Sweden. The status of Cyprus and Esto
pl annedd t o 0 n dhere weresomd smaller charegés intEstanig. h
These howevearenot related to the 2013 EGTC regulation but reflect reforms of

the administrative system (termination of county governments as of January
2018). The status of the UK changwsidnsfr om
adoptedo.

Finally, it is important to highlight thaeight approval authorities have not
responded to requadbr information (highlighted in orange) so thdetailsrefer

3 This includes the 28 M@nd 29 regional authorities in Austria (9), Belgium (4) and Germany (16) where
competence is delegated to the regional level. Previous monitoring reporismanapproval authorities. For
the first time, the 2012019 monitoring report explicitly mentions the federal level as the approval authority in
Austria, Belgium and Germany. This is mainly due uncertainties on which level would be responsible if a
national player wanted to establish a new EGTC or join an existing EGTC in these countries.



to the 2017monitoring report or,wherecountries did not response to yi@is
requests, even to 2015/2016 reports. Hence, no update is availdioédand or
Styria over the past two years. Most authorities that did not reply to the request
for information have limited or even no experience with the EGTC instrument. It
is therefore unlikely that thelgaveadopted new provisions or plan to do Bbey

may see no need for new provisions as they consider existing proviaiens
sufficient, are not interested the EGTC instrument @venare not aware of the

i nstrumentcee 6s exi st e

Table 1: Updated national/regional provisioni state and intentions
(29 January 2020)

New New provisions  Provisions not  No intention to
Member State provisions  drafted, but not  yet drafted but  draft and adopt

adopted adopted planned new provisions
AT - federal level No national implementation law
AT - Burgenland

AT - Carinthia

AT - Lower Austria
AT - Salzburg
AT - Styria X (for 2017)
AT - Tyrol
AT - Upper Austria
AT - Vienna

AT - Vorarlberg

X X X X

X X X X

BE - federal level No national implementation law

BE - Brussels Capital X

BE - Flanders Region X

BE - GermanSpeaking
Community

BE - Walloon Region

BG X
CY X

CZz X

DE - federal level No national implementation law
DE - Baden
Wirttemberg

DE - Bavaria X
DE - Berlin

DE - Brandenburg
DE - Bremen

DE - Hamburg

X X X X



DE - Hesse

DE - Mecklenburg
Western Pomerania

DE - Lower Saxony

DE - North-Rhine
Westphalia
DE - Rhineland
Palatinate

DE - Saarland

DE - Saxony X

DE - SaxonyAnhalt

DE - Schleswig
Holstein

DE - Thuringia
DK X
EE
EL
ES
FI

FR
HR

HU
X (need
IE
assessment)

IT X
LT

LU

LV X

MT

NL X
PL

PT

RO

SE

Sl

SK

UK

Answerstill pending
Source: Spatial Foresight, based on information from responsible authorities.



2.2 Member State activities to improve coordination and
transparency in EGTC activities

The European Parliament, the Council and the Commission atfratdhey
would undertake efforts inside European institutions and MS to support the use of
the EGTC instrument. This intanstitutional statement is part of the annex to the
amended EGTC Regulation (EU) No 1302/2013. It aims for coordination to raise
awaeness and improve visibility of the EGTC instrumemd asks MS to
undertake their own coordination and communication to smooth authorgation
for new EGTCs.

Joint statement of the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission relating to
awarenes raising and Article 4 and 4a of the EGTC Regulation*

The European Parliament, the Council and the Commission agree to undertake better coordinated efforts
for awareness raising among and inside the institutions and Member States in order to improve the
visibility of the possibilities to use EGTCs as an optional instrument available for territorial cooperation
in all EU policy areas.
In this context, the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission invite Member States in
particular to undertake ppopriate actions of coordination and communication among national
authorities and between authorities of different Member States in order to ensure clear, efficient and
transparent procedures of authorisation of new EGTCs within the time limits fixed.
* EGTC Regulation (EU) No 1302/2013, Annex, 17 December 2013

MS promote the EGTC instrument as a tool for territorial cooperation and foster
communication and coordination among and between authonitielfferent
ways However, such activities have not clmged considerablgompared to
previous EGTGnonitoring reports

Still, many approval authorities provide information onjirengingfrom basic
information abouEGTCs and contact details toffering national and European
guidance documents and entbveoks (e.g. two books published by the Greek
approval authority; about 600 pagéds)addition to this information, authorities
alsocommunicatevith individual interested players both orally and in writing.

To ensure they ar updated on recerdevelopments, informally exchange
experience as well aspresent and discuss the EGTC instrument and its
opportunities epresentatives participate in events organised by institutions and
ministries in their ownas well as in otherountries These eventsnclude
transnational and crogmrder cooperation programmeetings meetings to set

up a specific EGTC or theoREGTC platform.

In France,for coordination and communication between national, regional and
local authoritiessachPréfet de Régionow ha adirectly assigne@dvisor from
the Ministry of European and Foreign Affairs who is based at regional level. Via



the Préfecture local authorities can ask legal advisorat the Ministry of
Territorial Cohesion and Relatiofw advice.

Only a few MS organise own events with a specific focus on the EGTC
instrument. Germany, Hungary and Greece hold seminars, conferences and
training sessions, each of which addresses different target giichgee include
approval authorities, existing EGTCs, EGTigsngset upand interested players.

By far the most active authority iis Hungal which organises annual events for
nationalEGTCs as well as altU national and regional approval authorities.






3 New EGTCs

In 2018 and 2019 six new EGTCs were founddtkir territorial dimension and
location ishighlightedin Map 1. The main featured five of the six new EGTCs
is below EGTCINTERPAL T MEDIO TEJOdid not provide the information

Map 1: Territorial dimension and location of EGTCs founded in 2018-
2019
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3.1 EGTC EUROCIUDAD DEL GUADIANA

Name of the EGTC Foug;jtztlon Member states involved / Office location

EGTC EUROCIUDAD 07.022018 Spain and Portugal registered office in Spain ¢
DEL GUADIANA operationabffices in both countries
Members: Ayuntamiento de Ayamonte, Came
Municipal de Castro Marim and Caraaviunicipal de Vila
Real de Santo Anténio.

The foundation process

Founding the EGTC took 58 months from the fist idea until the first draft of the conventio
agreed. From then, it took another 24 months until the EGTC was regidteeshain obstacle we
the change in European regulatifor creatig an EGTC, which took a long time for nation
authorities to transpose into national legislation. Without this transposition, the &Bdhot draft
the conventionThe EGTC wasapprovedby the Spanish government just before the governr
collapsed, which could have resulted in another extension of the foundation process.

What the EGTC is about

The EGTC Eurocity of Guadianaims

to facilitate and promote territorial
cooperation as well as strengthen
economic, social and territorial
cohesion among its members. The
specific cooperation objectives of the
EGTC Eurocity of Guadianare to (a)
work together deeloping actions to
promote investments in the territory,
commercial and tourist opportunities,
(b) strengthen social cohesion, (c)
promote the valorisation of human
resources at various levels of training

Presentation of the proje and leaning, (d) promote the

© EGTCEUROCIUDAD DEL GUADIANA -valorisation of _nat[al and cultural
heritage, (e) consolidate and develop the

local business fabric, (f) integrate and promote the logistics sector, (g) carry out sports activities through
common infrastructures (h) jointly promote cultural actionsm@ke entit e actions dynamicbased

on existing infrastructure and equipment, (j) plan in a coordinated way new equipment and future actions
and (k) develop initiatives that improve the quality of life for citizens and strengthen relationships.

At a glancei the EGTC structure

ThethreeEGTC membersrethe municipaliies of Ayamonte (ES), Castro Marim and Vila Real de
Santo Antoénio (both PTY.he EGTC is the outcome of successful cooperation iAldmtejo-Algarve-
Andalusia Euroregion which was founded in 2010. In 2013, with the aid of the Euroregion, a
cooperation agreement gmnt interess between the municipalities was signed, leading to the EGTC.

The EGTCis a liaisonbetween Spanish and Portuguese authorities in Ayamontep @Géarim and

Vila Real de Santo Antoniand involves national governments from both countries, based on the
principles of partnership and subsidiarijore specifically, the EGT®asfour governance bodies: a
generalassemblyadirector, asteeringcommitteeandatechnical department.

The EGTCgeneral assemblys the highest authority arfthsa president, two vice presidents and two

representatives of each municipalifihe generalassemblyis responsible fothe approval ofbusiness
conduct the annual budget and programme of activities as well as the activity report and the general
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accounts. Thelirector is elected by the assembly for four years avainly to administer, direct and
manage issues that concern the EGTC Eurocity of Guadiana, ensuring the satisfaction of the public, with
full accordancevith EuropeanMS and regulatory standards of the EGTC, as wetbasxecute the
agreements of thassembly.The steering committeeincludesthe director and a representative of each
municipality. It prepares and develops the plan of activitiesthe EGTC Eurocity of Guadiana,
promotes operation of the headquarters and delegations and coordinates actianbahitants,
guaranteeing their knowledge of the objectives, purposes and actions of the EGTC. It also coordinates
and articulates the municipal actgin the initiatives necessato achieve th&GTC objectives.The
technical department of the EGTC Euraity of Guadianahasa technical director, two viegirectors

and staff. It performs all technical work to achieveE@T C objectives.

For public participation, thesteering committeecoordinates relationstspwith inhabitants of the
territory, guaranteeing they are informetitbe EGTC objectivespurposes and measures. Broader
participation is planned through print and electronic media as well as participation in events.

The EGTC budget incla$ obligations and objectives for the upcoming yeéarcontribute to
accountability and transparencihe budget must be prepared followiBganish lawandis subject to
an external audit appointed by the general assembly. The Spanish Public Administrasmonsible
for financial control and auditing of the public sector

EU projects, Cohesion Palicyand reflections for the future

Before the EGTQvas establishedh 2018,administrativecooperation betwedncal municipalities was
already under way and extended to other entities of the territory. The municipalities had an optimal
proximity relationship, organising joint events targeted at cultural diversification and enrichment.

Today, the EGTC contributes to @ssborder cooperation and citizenship promotién.principal
objectiveis to develop ahared work strategy for the three municipalities, including citizen involvement.
Founding the EGTC is seen as a first $tepoordinating politicabndtechnicalmanaersin the three
municipalities Within the EGTC, thematic working groups devet@mmon strategies and instruments
to deal with economic transformationthearea This way, EGT(rojectstake advantage of the cress
border synergies, transforming historibakrderdifficulties into opportunities.

In 2018, the EGT(Eurocity of Guadiangarticipated in two projects dinanced by the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) through thedrdg VA SpaiAPortugal Programme (POCTEP)
20142020 These weré&abor Sur, a gastronomic laboratory, afestino Frontera, a crossborder

touriamn project. Within these projects, EGT@emberswere represented by the municipalities of
Ayamonte and Castro MarinDther cooperation projects have also been developed with regional
entities in Andalusia and Algarve, as well as with associations and othetbordss cooperation
entities.Many regionhplayers, Andalusia and Algarveunicipalities nearby municipalities, business
associations, youth groups and a broad representation of assaeclaim actively promed a
permanent social, cultural, sports and business exchange that enhances mutual knowledge and fosters
closerrelations between the territories.

The EGTCis nowalsodeveloping the&EuroGuadiana202®project, through the Interreg Programme
VA SpainPortugal (POCTEP) 2012020.This should béhe first permanent crod¢srder governance
laboratory in the Alentej@d\lgarve-Andalusian Euroregion. This structus@ould helpaddress new
territorial challengs, jointly explore methodologies and design strategies according to the new
Europearregulations.n future, thed Eu r o Gu a d ipeojeca ilOlead tdé crosborder planning
instruments andmprove economic development, combat depopulation, and enhanogation and
revitalisation of populationsThis isin accordance with theperationalprogrammeobjectivesand the
development objectives for each of {retners

The EGTC plans to remain active inthe2219 20 pr ogr ammi ng period, thr o

andErasmus actionsThe EGTC contributes to crebsrder cooperatioby communicatig about ETC
projects and callsnanagng crossborder infrastructureorganisng workshops to discuss problems and
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funding opportunitiesacting as project facilitator, manager andioancer, enabling crodsorder work
of civil society groups or public administratioasdalso byorganisng cooperation networks

3.2EGTC RIO MINHO

Name of the EGTC Member States involved / Office location

EGTC RIO MINHO  20.02.2018 Portugal and SpainFortugal.
Members: Intermnicipality of Alto Minho from Portugal
and theProvincial council oPontevedra

The foundation process

Founding the EGTC took nine months from the fist idea until the first draft of the conventic
agreed. From then, it took 18 months until the EGTC was finally registered. The delay in autt
the EGTCat the national level can be explainky the different legal frameworks in Portugal &
Spainfor labour, public administration and tax.

What the EGTC is
about
The EGTC Rio Minho
tasks are to coordinate
development in the cross
border territory and to
promote cooperation
| between the authorities
| administering the two
municipalities. This way,
the EGTC contributes to
increasing the cohesion
between institutions and
citizens as well asthe
municipalities by means
of spatial planning. The
EGTC also promotes
¢ i crossborder valorisation
Valenca Tui Minho River centenary bridge of local cultural and
© EGTC Rio Minho natural heritage and
promoesthe work of the
EGTC and its territory abroad. This fosters the Minho rivea rmdemarkto increase the vaé of
tourism inthe crossborder territory.

.

At a glancei the EGTC structure

The EGTC Rio Minhdastwo municipalmembersthelntermunicipality ofAlto Minho from Portugal

and theProvincial council of Pontevedrdrom Spain. When the EGTC was founded in 2018, the two
membersalready had a long track record of crbesder cooperationThdr first crossborder
cooperation structure UniminhoAssociacdo do Vale do Minho Transfronteirico was established in
2005 undethe 2003Valencia Cros$order convention between Portugal and Spain. This association
was superseded by the EGTC.

The EGTCgeneral assemblyhasten members from each partreno decideon the priorities. The

EGTC is led by airector, in charge of implementing tHeEGTCwork programmevho can rely on the
advice of arexecutive council Financial control is guaranteed byimancial control board.
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In addition, aconsultative boardof 24 public and private members from the crosslerterritory and
beyond adwes the EGTC on specific questions. This rdeNiel governance body includes other local,
regional and nationahstitutionsfrom Spain and Portugal.

For public participation, the EGTC Rio Minho has implemented a bettprapproach, structuring the
work of the crosdorder cooperation body. It promoted public participation within development of one
of its projects, the Cros8order River Minho strategy 203 Forthis and to collect ideas, the EGTC
organised two forums, five focus groups, one virtual public participation forum as well as a public
inquiry aoutlocal territorial issues.

For accountability oEGTC activities,there isa financial control baal with representativeom the

two EGTCmembersThe annual financial report is subject to an external audit. Political accountability
is ensured by the structuré the general assembly and the consultative basintch has(political)
representativesrdm the partner authorities artyond All EGTC decisions are published on the
official website.

EU projects, Cohesion Policy and reflections for the future

The EGTC is currently implementing four Eunded projects: (1) to promote tourism and
environmental preservation of the Minho River, §Jategic actions ojoint spatial planning and
cultural heritage preservation, (3) promoting the local ebosder goernance network and (4)
overcoming obstacles in a crdssrder public transport systefihe first threeprojectswere funded
under the Interreg VA Portug8pain Operational Programmighe last projectvas funded under B
Solutions.

For the rest of th€014-2020 programming period, the EGTC plans to continue to implement cross
border projects. In October 2019jipliedto the Interreg VESUDOEProgramme to fund a partnership
focused on promoting intangible cultural heritage.

The EGTC also contributes to EU Cohesion Policy by communicating about ETC projects and calls,
organising workshops to discuss problems and funding opportunities, acting as project facilitator,
manager and ebnancer, enabling crodsorder work of civil sciety groups or public administrations

and by organising cooperation networks.

The EGTC is also actively contributing to EU Cohesion Policy by identifying legalsandtural
obstacles and encouraging institutional cooperatimmuding forhealth serices, education, transport

and environmental management, where the jurisdiction is embedded into national and regional
frameworks beyond the scope of individ&& TC members

3.3EGTC CITTASLOW

Name of the EGTC Foundation Member States |_nvolved Office
date location

CITTASLOW European Grouping  21.02.2019  Netherlands and Italyitaly.
of Territorial Cooperation Members:municipality of Pollica and the
municipality of MiddenDelfland

The foundation process

Founding the EGTC took 24 months from filet idea until the first draft of the convention w
agreed. From then, it took another 24 months until the EGTC was registered. A main obstacl
the foundation processgasthe difficult bureaucracy within the Italian administration which can
be linked to three government changes during the approval period. Consequently, the EGT
submit the application three times, also to different sector minigtrieely.
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Cittaslow Presidential Committee
© Cittaslow International
At a glancei the EGTC structure

What the EGTC is about
The overarching objective of
the EGTC is to use territorial
cooperation to develophe
Glow lifebmodelto enhance
economic and social
cohesion. In accordance with
this, specific objectives have
been defined that structure
EGTCinterventiors towards
developing joint initiatives
following the Cittaslow
identity: Cittaslow
Education, Cittaslow
Tourism, Cittaslow Doing,
Cittaslow Urban Planning,
Cittaslow Agrculture and
Cittaslow Market. Within
these fields, the EGTC
intends to plan and
implement joint projects.

EGTC CITTASLOWhastwo members, the municipaés of Pollica in Italy and MiddeiDelfland in
the Netherlands. Cittaslow International, the umbrella network exists since 1999 and networks more
than 250 cities from 30 countries around the world. EGTC CITTASLOW is ao$piof this

cooperation.

The funcioning of the EGTC is ensured by several executive bad@sding the Assembly, which
ensurs effective representation of the interests of members and relevant deuggiamg procedures.

The Presidentis elected for two years and comes from one ofptiicipating members. Hgheis

elected by the

Assembl y

according to articl

TheDirector of the EGTC is responsible for implementation of assembly resodaimh supports and

collaborates with th&GTC PresidentThe Director chairs and coordinates the Technical Secretariat.

He also oversees the proper functioning of CITTASLOW EGTC. Dinector is accountable to the
Presidenfor the drafts of the financial statemerttsg joint programme of activitiesgports on results
and for liaising with and making use of the Technical Secretaripteparation and production of

projects

The Technical and Scientific Secretariatis the general and scientific body of the EGTiChasone

representative from each of the members of CITTASLOW EGTC. The Secretariat is in charge of

drafting and proposing a thrgeear and an annual work programme includingpest assessment,

financial planning and the assessment and evaluation ofsesult

The governing bodies of the umbrella network organisation Cittaslow International together with the
mayors ofall the cities associated with Cittaslow have the right to participate in collective decisions on
projects that the EGCT executive bodies prepasd develop.

Political accountability and control of the EGTC is ensured through the membership of elected officials

e

10,

in the governance structure (see above). Also, the charter of the EGTC has mechanisms allowing for
control by its members. General accuaability will be ensured by cpesponsibility through joint

implementation of EGTC projects.
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The activities of the EGTC CITTASLOW will be promoted through the Cittaslow International network
at the global levemembers come froraver 30 countries includg nonEU MS such ag\ustralia,
CanadaandChina) At each umbrella organisati@vent EGTC activitieswill be promotedincluding

at public venues, forums and meetimgsch are part othe network activities.

EU projects, Cohesion Palicy and reflections for the future

The EGTC has not yanplemented anf£U projects. This is due to the long approval procedure which
impacted theeGTC operational capagit The EGTC did not indicate whether it plans on becoming
active in ths programming period.

However, it contributes in other ways to EU Cohesion Politymely through informing and
communicating about ETC projects and calls, organising workshops to discuss problems and funding
opportunities, acting as project facilitatoranager and efinancer, enabling crogdsorder workfor civil

society groups or public administrations and through organising cooperation networks.

3.4 EGTC Euregio Meuse-Rhine

Name of the | Foundation . . :
EGTC Member States involved / Office location

EGTC Euregio 14.03.2019 Belgium, the Netherlands and GermaBelgium.
Meuse-Rhine Members Dutch Provincie Limburg, Belgian Provincie Limbur
Belgian Province de Liege, German Region Aael
Zweckverband and the Germapeaking Community of Belgiurr
The foundation process
Founding the EGTC took 14 months from the fist idea until the first draft of the conventio
agreed. From then, it took only two months until the EGTC was registered. However, the
regions and/IS were reluctanto changethe status from a Foundation to an EGTC. A lot of discus
and explanations were needed to convince the partners to undertake this step, guaranteeing
will be no impact on the structure and emphasising the benefits of relying on a Europd:¢
personality. Founding an EGTC has helfiedolving the complexity around the status of a Dt
Foundatiorbasedn Belgium. In order tdetter understantthe practical implementation of becomi
an EGTC, EGT&EuregioMeuseRhinevisited EGTC PAMINA.

What the EGTC is about
The main mission of EGTC Euregio

e
* eu re Io MeuseRhine is to facilitate and
* enhance cooperation between its

D ¢ meuse-rhin partner regions for balanced and

sustainable developmentin its

maas—rhem territory without internaborders as
maas-rin well as to ease the daily life of its
citizens. EGTC EuregioMeuse
Logo of the EGTC Rhine considers itself a platform for

functioning as an intermediary to
foster social, economic and territorial
cohesion, without aiming to replace existing governance authorities. EGTC EMegseRhineis
qualified to develop activities, set up and implenyamigrammes and projects as well agpply for
funding

© Euregio Meusd&Rhine

17



At a glancei the EGTC structure

The EGTC consists of fivpartnerregions: Dutch Provincie Limburg, Belgian Provincie Limburg,
Belgian Province de Liége, German Region AaeBemckverband andhe Germarspeaking
Community of Belgium.

The EGTC waspreceded by two collaborative structuresThe first was founded as an
AArbeitsgemeinschadt( Ger man f or o6working groupb9) i n 1976,
Gtichtingd( Dut ch f or 6 F o u npreeedingtruttérgsverealreatlyPadtite.in prbrhoting
crossborder cooperation and implementing shared projects.

The EGTC functions through three méiodies Theassemblydecides the annual budget, defines the
annual financial contributianfrom the members the working programme andéelstatutes, adopts
internal regulatiog approves new membeaadis in chargeof legalproceedings. It also functions as a
platform for dscussionsdebateandapprovalof decisions taken by tHeGTCboard. The assembhgs
five voting and twanonvoting members from each partner regi@idgtal of 35 voting anden non
voting members).

The EGTCBoard sets the annual budget and work plan. It controls the budget and initiates activities
and projects to be implemented by tifice. The boarchastwo representatives of each partner region
(atotal oftenmembers), being the highest political authoritietheseregions. Theshair of the board

is from a partner region arsets the priorities of the EGTC, changing every three years.

TheEGTC office implements the decisions taken in the board and approved in the assembly.

Through the management of the migrd oj e c t fund O6PeoplMeusdRbine Peopl e
interacts with local stakeholders who enhance dposder cooperation among citizens. Also, the
governance structure of the EGTC allows for citizen participagamong the nowoting assembly

members are several citizen and civil society representatives. They raise citizen concerns in debate and
discussion within the decisiemaking process.

For political accountability, tht1S wherethe EGTCoffice is registered (Belgiunguaranteed general
accountability of the structure.

EU projects, Cohesion Policyand reflections for the future

Functioning asa structure for institutional crogsorder cooperation betwedine partner regions, the
EGTC and itsprecedingstructure have setp many projects and activitiesovering security
(cooperation between national police, criminal judges, rescue operators), mobility (public transport
operators), labour (relevant public stasklers), health, culture, tourism, spatial planninige
environment, etc. The focus of the EGTC lies in bringing together partners to set up common projects
responding to specific crogmrder needs identified in theea.

As the EGTCMeuseRhineis a structure for institutional cro$mrder cooperation, it needs to be
understood as a platform where partners from both sides of the border meet and work together. These
partners are sometimes organised in thematic troster networks or services dirlgcimplementing

and establishingrojectswith direct contact to citizens, promoting European citizenship. Besides these
activities,otherEGTC promotional activities enhance the European sense of identity.

The EGTC is currently implementirejght EU-funded projects with most being carried over from the
preceding structure.

The EGTC has several project ideas in the pipeline. However, stakeholders first need to be mobilised
and the projects elaborated. This means that flH®EC activities implementing Edunded projects

are likely to fall into the upcoming programming period 2@227. Some other projects are awaiting
approval (e.g. under HORIZON 2020).
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Currently, the EGTC contributes to crdssrder cooperation also throughfarming and
communicating about ETC projects and calls, organising workshops to discuss problems and funding
opportunitiesIt alsoacts as project facilitator, manager andioancer, enabling crogdsorder workfor

civil society groups or public administions and is organising cooperation networks.

3.5 EGTC Geopark Karawanken

Name of theEGTC Member States involved / Office location

EGTC Geopark 27.112019 AustriaandSlovenia/ EisenkappelAustria).
KarawankerKaravanke Members 14 municipalities from both sidefor detailed
m.b.H./ z.0.0. membership structure, please dé&p2.
The foundation process
The process took nearly four years, of which three were required to déwvetivaft convention ant
statutes of the EGTC. About nine months were required after submission of the first dre
registration of the EGTC in November 2019. Convention and statute development were pr
due tocoordinationof several regional and tianal perspectives and needbis included, inter alia
different views at regional ad national levet concerning the legal posdity to allow 14
municipalities to cooperate in the frame of the EGTC. These different views seslatdtn missing
links between national authorities dBd legislation.

What the EGTC is about

The EGTC Geopark
Karawanken/ Karavanke has
crossthematic objectives,
aiming at conservation ofthe
geological and natural resources
and cultural and natural heritage
in the territory of its members
This includes suppdrtg the
economic development of the
Geopark, with  sustainable
tourism and crosborder
cooperation, local political
coordination and tre
representation of interests of the
entire regionfor a sustainable
regional policy. It shall also
foster awareness, information
and education about the Geopark

Crossborder meeting on the top of mountain Petzen
© Urosh Grabner

as well aghe European and Global Geoparks Network

At a glancei the EGTC structure

Fourteen municipalities constitute the membership of the EGTC. Nine are located on the Austrian side
and five on the Slovenian side of tHAIESCO GlobalGeopark. The Geopark territory is defined by the
administrative borders of its membésgeMap 2).

With this membership the EGTC builds on the pditg crossborder working group, which managed
and organised the crebsrder Geopark territory without a legal personality. The EGTC has four bodies.
The assemblyrepresers the members, thexecutive boardis responsible for management and
prepaing assenbly meetings, thehairman, who is the highest representative of the EGTC and the
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director who is responsible for the daily management of the EGTC and who suppdhs athove
bodies

Thesebodiesare complemented by additional action groups and xgere group on mulkievel
governance facilitating the tasks of the EGTC. These groups build gabedingcooperation and
include regional and national representatives of nature conservation, geology, culture and tourism to
support the crosthematic ntegrated and multevel governance approaesof the EGTC.

Public participatiorwas already ensured during strategy development and the implementation of action
groups. This involved variouggional public target groups/hich alsoactively participae in projects
(previously implemented by the crelssrder working group). Overall, the general publidnigited,
involved am actively participatingin various projects implemented by the Geopark.

Political accountability
goes beyond the 14

member municipalities

represented by their
elected mayors. The
EGTC is controlled by
the regional government
of the Austrian federal
state of Karnten, where
the registered office is
located. Additional
accountability is through
external financiatcontrol

anda supewisory board
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~ 7

Slovenia
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EU projects, Cohesion
Policy and reflections
for the future

The EGTCwas founded
at the end of 2018ndhas
not yet implemented any
EU funded projects.
Through its members, the
Geopark previously
implemented projects of

o Sas I 19,

Relief map: SRTM, ASTER GDEM is a prodl;ct of I;AETI and NASA, I’magery GlScif (:‘:roup @ Hei University the CrOS§30rder
Map 2: Map of the EGTCsod territ: SloveniarAustrian
Interreg programme,

Source: Spatial Foresight, 2020 which was also used to

develop the Geopark strategy and the transitionanteGTC.

The EGTC builds on existing acknowledgementaalNESCO Global Geopark. It has already
establishe@ regional crosborder identitythrough various activities. Among these are the organisation
of events, presentatio@sdeducational material® promotethe Geopark aa dEuropeanchance for
successful regional developmérBeing part of theEuropeanand global UNESCO Global Geopark
associatiorallows a European and international brémtbe attachetb the Geopark and citizenstime
territory. The promotion of European citizenship is also fostered threaighusactivities in schools
and kindergartens. This shows, inter alia, the comgaiogical, natural and culturbéritageacross

the AustrianSlovenian border and informs aboubgsborder cooperation, European approaches and
chances.
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For the remaining 2032020 programming period the EGTC envisages patrticipation in Horizon2020
projects. Such projectswill focus on dsastermanagement and preventiamd thedevelopment of
professionabkystems for rural food marketingeyond these projects the EGTC will contribute to EU
Cohesion Policy through activitigacluding information on ETC, the facilitation of crelssrder
cooperabn and the organisation of cooperation networks.
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4 Overview of the state of play of EGTCs

In contrast to previous EGTC monitoring reports the 2PQ89 report focuses
less on formaEGTC presentationand more ortheir activities. For this report,

all EGTCs were contacted with a questionnaire to gather information in a
structured way. Information was requested for an overview of the development of
budgets, staff and the implementation of EU projects. This ovengielstailed

in section 4.2.

A few EGTCs did not answer repeated requests, were not willing to provide
information or are no longayerforming any activities. These are therefore not
included in the overview of section 4.Phae are moref these EGTCshian in
previous monitoring reports despite considerable efforts to doalaEGTCs

This rise is partly due to an increasing humifanactive EGTCs

EGTC Name Reason
Number
5 UTTS EGTC The EGTCis notactive.Closure shall be initiated.
6 KarstBodva EGTC The EGTC is closebut still registered
23 Pirineusi Cerdanya The EGTC did not reply.
26 Eurorégion Aquitaine The EGTC did not reply.
Euskadi
29 NovohradNégrad EGTC _No contact information available. The EGTC seems to
inactive.
31 Efxini Poli - SolidarCity  Reply outstanding
Network
42 Torysa The EGTC seems to be inactive.
43 Svinka The EGTC seems to be inactive.
50 Faja Piritica Ibérica Reply outstanding
55 Mash EGTC The EGTC is not activeClosure shall be initiated.
70 EGTCINTERPAL T The EGTC did not reply.
MEDIO TEJO

Very limited or no activities reported by some EGTCs for 20Q89 suggest that

not all EGTCs are still active. For some EGTCs founded several years ago, this
might indicate that the initial ambitions havet heen achieved and they may no
longer possess an effective governance structure. For a few EGTCs there is
evidence that they arénot fulfilling their mission set by their funding
document§. This applies to EGTCs UTTS, Novohralihgrad Torysa, Svinka

and Mash® Based on a lack of fulfilling its mission, the EGTC KaBstdva was
dissolved in 201.7The state of dissolution of some of these EGTCs is discussed
in section 5.3.

4(2018 pp. 63]Citation}; Hungarian Ministry 6Foreign Affairs and Trade (2019)
5 Ibid andresearch of the current EGTC monitoring report
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The following sectiom.1 provides more irdepth insights into selected project
activities of the EGTCs. EGTCs could freely select up to two projects they
considered worthwhile to show the EU added value of their activities. By
highlighting also obstacles and solutions in implementitegeprojects, these
examples serve as inspiratifum other EGTCs.

The good practice examplpsesented belowlifferentiate 13 themesof activity.
This illustrates the wide variety of activities implemented by EGTCs and benefits
of the EGTC instrument.

TheMapin Annex2 gives an overview of the location of @B EGTCs at the end
of 2019.

4.1 Good practices

This sectiondifferentiates 3 themesof EGTC activities, highlighting good
practice examples of their projectheseexamples illustrate the strengths of the
EGTC indrument. It can be used to address various aspects of territorial
development, create sustainable structures for communication across bodlers
can be flexibly adjusted to the needs of EGTC members.

Several good practice examples could be assigneiffépetit themesbeang in
one subsection may not exclude their relevance for other themes

4.1.1 Crossborder healthcare and emergency services

Apart from the welknown Hospital de la Cerdanyiavolvement of EGTCs in
crossborder healthcare and emergenaywmses is still limited. Nevertheless, the
crossborder hospital in Cerdanysfurther improving its crosborder healthcare
services through individual projects. EGTC Novum illustrates how EGTCs may
contribute to enhancing crebsrder emergency provisie by tackling legal
obstacles apparent along many EU borders.
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Name of the good practice Name of the EGTC (Acronym
Crossborder functional unit for paediatri Since 2018 AECT HC
care in Cerdanya (ongoing)

The Agrupacié Europea d€ooperacio Territorial Hospital de la Cerdanya®ECT HC EGTC
i mpl emeCQrdssb otrideer6 functional wunit for paediatric c
t h e h osperialisatoh i sutpatient paediatrics consultation, hospitalisatioaraedyencies.

Cerdanya is a historical region in the eastern Pyrenees divided bélramesandSpain It is difficult

to attract and retain paediatric medicim®fessionalsThus, the hospital started the project to create a
bi-national Paediatric Care Functional Unit. A functional plan was devised to ensure cooperation
between University Hospital in Barceloaad three logal healthcare institutions, one from France and
two from Spain. This cooperation aims to provide consulting services and professionals to reinforce on
call doctors and human resources in Cerdanya region healthcare institutions.

oy s w The main obstacles for cooperation have been the
V . length of negotiations and the process of obtaining

\ authorisations from the governing bodies of all the

: partners. This was due to unbalanced salaries
between doctorin France and Spain generated
financing problemsAnother difficulty was the
difference between French and Spanish regulating
bodies whichhinderedvalidation of professional
certifications.

To overcome these obstacles, negotiations on
resources andrganisation of services have been

set up. Furthermore, the procedures for
implementing a quick solution for validatjin

medical certifications, have been the object of a

study that was granted European aid via the B
Solutions progr amme. The
emergencies erase bordersbo
is apartner.

These obstacles are currently deced as this
cooperation will guaranteenoughpaediatricians
- ‘. . in the mountain region of Cerdanya. Nowadays,
Crossborder paediatrics service in Cerdanya  unnecessary transfers to other hospitals for
© AECT-HC/GECTFHC pathologes that would usually be treated locally

have ceased, and this has sharply improved the
healthcare experience for children and their familiéenext step will be to make a number of spesiali
treatmentavai | abl e to Spani s hregpiatory &d allergy sesvices,hthataaee ¢ hi |
provided by the French centres, but not usually provided by small, local hospitals in Spain.

Sinceit is the only binational hospital in Europe, this experience would not have a direct application to
other EGTG. However, the pooling of resourdbsougha permanent agreement, is transferable.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

How do your emergency services Since 2018 (ongoing NOVUM
work?

The projecttHow do youremergency services woiovers the entire area of NOVUM. It is funded
under priority axis 4Cooperation between institutions and communit@sthe Interreg VA Czech
RepublicPoland programme and aims to strengthen cooperation bepasmedics from &and and
the Czech Republic.

The main obstacle timplementingthis project is the lack of intergovernmental agreement regarding
cooperation of emergency servicgem the Czech Republic and Poland in the border area. This
challenge is tackled by tHeEGTC NOVUM (together with its members) and project partners who take
steps appropriate to alleviate the impact of ctumsler obstacleDue to the EGTC, the process for
intergovernmental agreementas accelerated. Also, an exchange between first resggofide both
countries was organised, resulting in study visits to get to know the procedurbevaethergency
servicedunctionin the neighbouring country.

The project has illustrated the need for cfossler cooperatiofor emergencyservices It shows that

solving these obstacles is important to individuals and rescue organisations in the area. Paramedics
should have permission to provide first aid in the neighbouring gounlris is crucial and truly
importantin mountainous border regions as accessibility to some areas might be limited or slow for
national emergency services and easier for emergency services from the neighbouringRenpigy.

visiting the neighbouring country prefer medical assistance tinein home region.

The project madpeoplein the programme area more familiar with the rescue system on the other side
of the border. Within the project, theguldtake part in internships across the border and participate in
events such as joint exées and training.

The project has been widely shared in
social media resulting in positive reactions
- fromthe public A recentlive performance

9 with the contribution of all rescue sergi
(medical, fire brigadesetc.) took place in
Jelenia Géra and was broadcast by all local
and regional media channels. Even
| national public television programmes
.| from Poland communicated abouthis
event.

This project may be an example for other
| EGTCs & it showsthe significance of
emergency service cooperation between
countriesMedical assistance should be as
fast as possible, no matter whether
provided domestically or from abroad.

Polish-Czech taining exercise
© ProjectJak ratujecie u Was?

4.1.2 Crossborder nature disaster prevention and solidarity
The examples belowdeal with different aspects of nature disaster preveitin

both address climate change effects. The first deals with water management and
the second shows how road managemanbe improved.
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Name of the good practice | Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Mageteaux 201671 2022 Flandrei Dunkerqué Cote d'Opale

The FlandreDunkerqueCéte d'Opal&eGTCisapar t ner of t he OMageteauxd
ERDF Interreg V Franc®Vallonie-Flanders crosborder programme. The project focuses on eross
border nature disaster prevention and solidarity.

The project is the outcome sficcessfutooperatiorbetweenwater supply companies improving water
management and preventing floodirigJimate change is forcing local stakeholders to mebiknd
rethink theexistingwater drainage system. During severe floods, water drainfgstructureat the
sea in Dunkik and Nieuporis reacling its limits, with floods in the transboundary coastal area and
more particularly in the marsh region of Les Moéres.

The Mageteaux project aims to limit flooding by improving drainage at high wEs.includes

limiting overflows by setting up a temporarily shared drainage system for the Canal de Fhmes.
projectis implemening an emergency pumping station in Flanders, which will pump part of the Moéres
waters towards the Canal de Furne amdlveatDunkirk, creaingan additionakxit from the Canal de

Furne to the sea. At the same time, the project aims at making the inhabitants and actors of the Franco
Flemish region aware of the risk of flooding and predictable consequences of climate change.
Implementation oftte project has required revisibmthe international convention of 189 water
management and its amendmi#nt968, between France and BelgiuMater managemeiatuthorities

from both sides of the border have established a detailed pratfosiadred sloitions for crossborder

water management.

Long lasting cooperation experiencq
betweenstakeholders in the area ha
sped up the process of collegtiand
exchaning information about the
changed competences of authorities a
any consequent implications. For thi
purpose, the stakeholders are worki
together to prepare a draft proposal fo
new crossorder water manageme
protocol to submit to the authadés in
charge on both sides of the bordEhe |
project experience could be replicatgs
by other EGTCs since it represents &
example of successful mulével Mageteaux press conference

governance. © Flandrei Dunkerqueé C* t e do6Opal e E

Water management issues are well known by the people in the area. Communication abdut proje
activities has been very effective. In June 2018, a successful conference was organised thénform
press and publiwhich was covered by local TV and newspapers.

Mageteaus the result of crosbordercooperatiorto limit flooding. It has involved~rench and Flemish
water managers and expewvighin the EGTG &vater working group. The solution proposed by the
project was assessed through a chagsler feasibility study, the results of which were approved by the
crossborder partnership. Its implemtation depends on thearticipation of French and Flemish
partners at different levels.
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Name of the good practice Nami frine Eee
cronym

INTURPYR (Tourist innovation for a unique 20177 2019 Espacio Portalet
destination in the heart of the Pyrenees) projec

In 2017 the Espacio Portalet EGTC started implementing the INTURPYR project fundeghnimtgr

axis 3 (Conserving and protecting the environment and promoting resource efficiency) of the Interreg
Programme VA SpattranceAndorra (POCTEFA). The project, which ended in 2019, addressed
crossborder nature disaster prevention and solidarity.

The geneal objective of the project wase construct a unique crof®rder destination in the heart of

the Pyrenees, through public and private ctmssler cooperation, tourism revitalisation and the
promotion of tourism innovation and research. The project eslgdathe tourist destination dtie
Pyrenees, by promoting sports and nature activities. It also facilitated exchanges between tourism
professionals and strengthened cooperation among operators to achieve international visibility using the
Pyrenees image.oF instance, the projettelpedraise awareness of canyon guides and users about
safety, as well as create joint promotion and commercialisation of the transboundary network of
canyons.

No major difficulty affected project
implementation though some
obstacles (especially administrative
and legal constraints) slowed down
the process. Theddifficulties have
been overcome thanks deepe
cooperatiorbetweenEGTC Espacio
Portalet partners and canyonin§
actors.

Project partner cooperation and
strong involvement athe canyoning
actors ensured the success of the
project. The projecthas helped

Equipment and services installed for monitoring water flov  promotead hoc touristic itinerariés

© EGTC Espacio Portalet canyons, Involving _profesmhal
guides that are essential for ggfe

Also, the project ensured that dangerous installations were secured (removing sharp metal edges and
wood blocking river courses) and wireless equipment was installed to monitor wateAowsults,
safety has &éen improved and environmental sustainability enhanced.

Results of this project activities have bemmmunicatedhrough the website and press releases. The
website was launched in September 2019 shmmlvs views frommany webcams installed along the
canyons to better understand the volatility of flows, which is a very interesting novelty for users.

In this project, common issues from French and Spanish sides related to personnel, logistics and material
as well as goab practices and training, has given project partners the opportunity to provide shared
innovative solutions. The whole experience can be transferred through exchange days and field visits to
see the actions and results, as welhapublishingrelated doamentation.

6 Canyoning is asport that involves jumping into fastflowing mountain stream and being carried down the
stream while floahg on the back.
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4.1.3 Crossborder nature protection and preservation of
environment

Nature protection isa theme frequently addressed by EGTCs. Tihdudes
EGTCs with a clear focus on nature and those titto-regional crosthematic
objectives.Four of the six following examples illustraterossthematicnature
protection. They range from a booklet on more environmentally friendly daily life
to combining tourism and safety objectives with river protegtfoom reducing

air pollutionto overcoming risks fronsalt mine contamination of ground and
surface waterThe examplef the Parceuropéen Alpi Marittimé Mercantour
focuses on protection measures in a nature and national parkTaesdast
example focuses on energy.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Climate saving booklet: a crebsrder Since 2019 Eurodistrict Strasbourgy Ortenau
guide for daily climate protection (ongoing)

Climate protection is an important policy issue that requires joint international responsibility and shared
commitment across national borders. Especially in border regions, there is a need for joineitiativ
that are close to citizens and allow citizewolvement Being a European laboratory region, the
Eurodistrict Strasbourg Ortenau initiated the Climate Saving Bookieth is a crossborder guide for
climate protection. It is availablén a printed vesion and online. Ithas a guidebook with
recommendations for climate protection in everydayddeeringnutrition, consumption, mobility and
housing. It alsoincludes local and regional
contacts and initiatives, afs36 vouchers from
Livret' pour shops, initiative and associationsThese are
le Cllmat incentives to purchase climafigendly local and
i regional goods and servicdacluding fair trade
shops, carsharing and repair cafés. The final
version of the Climate Saving Booklet was
presented at a press conference. tiSovative
character and practical relevance attracted public
interest and led to strong demand. The booklet is
now distributed by the project partners directly but
also at trade fairs, information events and online
(www.eurodistrict.ey

There werewo main challenges for the projettie
contents and the process of drafting and developing
the booklet. Conterwise, the main challenge is
that all players are used to thinkiagoutclimate
protection within their own national boundaries.
Many players lack knowledge and information
-3 Klimatipps iz den Altag B about climate protection on the other side of the

“ Gutscheine zum Ausprobieren

> Gold nad Baerge tparen . argens border, incliding local and regional contacts,
The Eurodistrict's Climate Saving Booklet: a  responsibilities and competences, policies and
crossborder guide for daily climate protection legal frameworks. Coordination as well as

© Eurodistrict Strasbour@rtenau technical and linguistic support provided by the
EGTC enabled representatives from German and
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French municipalities and technical experts to excharfgemationand jointly develop a crodsorder
approach.

Developing the bokletwas labour intensivérom the conceptual framework and collection of content
to editing, layout and printingmaller municipalitiegould not conduct such a project on their own and
produce higkguality information. The same holds for the prinegtition, which would have been too
expensive for single municipalitie€ombining interested municipalitieg the Eurodistrict reduced
printing costs and allowed smaller municipalities and their citizens to benefit from the outcome.

The project has sty European and local dimenssobecausgefor the first time members of the
Eurodistrict worked together on climate protection. It promoted an exchange of knowledge and
information about good practices well adocal and regional initiativesmproving the visibility of

local and regional initiatives and activities in both countriesth&sprojectis driven by local and
regional players with an outcome that directly benefits citizens, it could be of added value and interest
for other EGTCs and bordergiens across the EU whildsoaddressing EU wide political objectives.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

SECURUS Since 2016 (ongoing) Espacio Portalet

In 2016 Espacio Portalet EGTC started implementing the SECURUS project funde@nioridgraxis

2 (Promoting climate change adaptation) of the Interreg VA SpainceAndorra Programme
(POCTEFA). The scope of the project is to increase awareheati@l hazards and improve the ability
to deal with natural risksBy June 2019, various actions had pratdcand preverdd risks from
avalanches, landslidesrosion and thunderstormsformationfor road users and managerss feso
been enhanceghdIntervention and Safety Plans are going to be developed and updated.

The projecthas a crosthematic approach combining crdssrder nature disaster prevention and
solidarity, crosshorder transport and cooperation in spatial planning. The EGTC decidedi¢ppte

in the project because of a special interest in improving security against naturalrribkscrossborder
Laruns- Biescagoadpassing through the Portal&he project will end in 2020

During project implementation, the EGTC encounteradini$trative, legal, governance and technical
obstacleselated to implemeing roadsafetymeasuresSomeof these obstacles led to delays in project
deadlines. Overall, solutiomgerefound thanks to the efforts of EGTC members and SECURUS project
partnes.

The project progress has been disseminated mainly through the website, social media and press releases.
The rumber of visits tothe Espacio
Portalet website sharply increased from
about 107 15,000 visits in 2015, to
more than 200,000 visits in 2019. This
was mainly due to the quality of
information on the state of the roads
Webcams and complementary
information mean users now have
updated information on the state of the
roads, their practicability and expected
weather conditions.

The EU added value mainly relies on
the implementationf joint measures to
improve the safety of citizens crossing
the border within the EGTC territory.

# Transferability of theroject is ensured
Installation securing a road from landslides since the approach could be replicated
© EGTC Espacio Portalet for similar crossborder roads.
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duration EGTC (Acronym)
Uniform approach to air pollution management for functic Since 2018 TRITIA
urban areas Tritia region (AIR TRITIA) (ongoing)

AIR TRITIA addresses the management androvemenof air quality and is funded under the priority
@Cooperating on natural and cultural resources for sustainable @rofvthe transnational Central
Europe programmeé.ow air qualityin the Tritia region isa majorenvironmental concerasthe Polish

- Czech- Slovak border area is dominated by industrial and ac@lities

The project has three types of outpiatsddress air quality in the regipanalysis, tools and strategies.
Analysis and databasese combined im unified spatial information database, which is lthsisfor
developng a common air quality management strategy in the region and for strategies in the involved
cities. One objectlve of this pl‘OjeCt is to create tools for efficient and transparent air quality management
in accordance with evidendmsed decision support.
Thetools are the AirQuality ManagemenSystem

and Prediction Warning System for decisinakers

and citizens. These tools are currently in the testing
phaseand will help air quality managemenby

public authoritiesThe most important output of the
project is going to bea common air quality
management strategy for all regions in Tritia and
individually for the four member regions of the
EGTC. In addition, five strategies for the functional
urban areas Opole, Rybnik, Opava, Ostrava and

Gi | i na arlepedbStratagigs ack @imed at
DAk St S increasing the capacitie$public administration for
Air quality monitor i decision making and solving the air pollution
© AIR TRITIA problem.

To ensuring media coverage, AIR TRITIA was presentaiatlthy Air Info Day$ These eventsere

intowns suchea Ostr ava, Gilina, Kat owi c e, Qe vsan o r Ry
animated film in the languages of the three countriess@Héms are available onYouTube
Furthermoreseveral newsandinfo lettershave been published and conferences with experts, TV and

radio reportes held

Oneobstaclewas that regional and local authorities did not recognise the added value of the EGTC in
approaches to improve air quality in thegion. Consequently, thervas no financial support from

public funds The EGTC beame a project partner in AIR TRITI80 theproject could be funded by an

EU programmehroughlinterreg. Another difficulty wasginding professional and legislative partners

due to insufficient staff capaids in the countries.The EGTC and the project initiator, the Technical
University of Ostrava, started negotiations with local and regional authorities, universities and research
organisations to obtain the relevant resesr It tooka year an@ half to create a working group. The
problem with the capacity issweuldnotbe permanently removed.

Partnerdrom three neighbouring countries comhidrierces to improve air environmental management

in the border area. The EGTI€ a natural partner in such projects since environmental protection
activitiesdeal with issues that are ignorant of borders. The methodologies can be easily transferred, such
as a review ofcurrent studies, project@nd legislation, socioeconomiand epgdemiology studies

creating spatial databases, gathering informdtmm the three countries, processing spatial data (GIS),
mathematical models, traffic measurement, isotope measurement and moss analysis. The next tools, like
theair quality management system and the Prediction Warning Systenbeuseful for other regions

in the EU.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

REVITAL | Since 209 (ongoing) Tisza EGTC

In December 2010, both the Transcarpathian Regional Administration and the Ministry of Emergency
Situationsin Ukraine declared an environmental emergency because of a salt mine in Solotvyno,
Ukraine. Ths was a consequence of ground and surface watartipollof the River Tisza caused by

salt contamination as well as collapsing mine galleries which could eventually lead to dasuatpee
infrastructure and endanger human lives. A first risk assessment of the area and its surroundings was
conducted by @ EU Civil Protection Team in 2016. The resnkRisk Assessment Report (RAR),
includeddifferent scenarios and eight recommendation packages outlining steps to address the imminent
dangers. REVITAL I is the first action to implement the RAR proposals.

This project is funded under priority 66&ustainable use of the environment in the chassler areé
preservation of natural resources, actions to reduce GHG emission and pollution Gdirdenthe
HungarySlovakiaRomaniaUkraine ENI crossorder cooperation programme and-fanded by
ERDF and ENI funds. The projdatvolvessix partners from Slovakia, Hungary, Ukraine and Romania
with Tisza EGTC leading the implementation.
REVITAL | aims to intiate revitalisatiomroundthe
mine and its surrounding areagluding the Tisza
river area

During implementation, the obstacles were mainly
administrative. The project ardacludes Ukraine

| which hasa different legislative systento EU
countries. hese difficulties still exist, but experience
has shown that they can be overcome with the help of
supportive local and national authorities.

As the project started recently, no concrete outcomes
are yet visible. Nevertheless, the project proposal
appro@&hes the revitalisation process through three

Salt mine area in Solotvyno, Wraine specific objectivesThefirst is toevaluaethe current
© Tisza EGTC environmental state of the salt mine and its
surroundings  This includes geological,

geomorphological, structural, hydrogeological and hydrologiaators The projectalso aims at
establishing a robust monitoring system that integrates into the wider regional framework. This should
track changes of surface and near subsurface water as well as soil movements. REWIIT Allsb

raise awareness atnighlight the results of tis crossborder cooperation to the broader public. As a
next step, a strategic concept note witludeanalysis and recommendations for further intervestion

and will suggest different activities for stakeholders in the territoayl decisioamaking levels.

This projectusesan innovative autonomous and nmidénsor robot to explore and 3bap tunnels and
galleries of the flooded salt mine clnalso talke samples to gather geologiéaformation.

An initial conference was held in the regional council of Zakarpattia (Ukraine). REVITAL hisas
presented at the Ukrainian Ministry of Agricultural Policy and Food. The project is not only important
for the Solotvyno region and its population, but ttué¢he nature of the problem, alfw settlements

along the border and the River Tisza. The experience of the project can thus be transferred to border
areas with similar problems.
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Name of the good practice Project duration NENE @i B
(Acronym)

Study of the diversity of bees in the 20177 2019 Parc européen Alpi
territory and impact on pollination Marittime i Mercantour

In 2017, the Parc européen Alpi Marittiindler cant our EGTC i mptudyaitheat ed t t
diversity of bees in the tétory and impact on pollinatian, f o ¢ u s ibardgr nature pooteatian s

and preservation of the environment. The EGTC opted for this project funded by Fondation Prince
Albert Il de Monaco and the government of the Principality of Mortzemause of therossborder

dimension of the study.

Project partners, along with the EGTC, a
Parc Mercantour and Parc Alps Maritim
The project aimed to define the diversity ¢
wild bees within the crossorder territory
of Alpi Marittime Mercantour and to bette
understand the interactions betwe
grasslands (which amiminishing rapidly
in these territories) and wild bees.
demongrated that cut grasslands a
favourable habitats for wild bees, whic
could in turn guarantee pollination, a
therefore contribute to conservation.

During project implementation, the EGT!(
faced different cultural and administratven Andr ena bee dite tche W

barriers related tpublic procurement andg payc européen Alpi Marittimie Mercantour

working schedulge Italian and French

regulations differ in many aspects related to expenditure certifications, administrative procedures, etc.
Nevertheless, these isswesresolved by enhancing internal dialogue between stakelsoltlee project

ended in December 2019 and was considered to be successful. It allowed stakeholders of Parcs Alps
Maritime and Mercantour to acquire scientific knowledge on wild pollinators in the Mediterranean Alps
and their interactions with mountain pa®s. The project also engaged the ctussler territories in
promoting economic practices respegtfodder resources (breeding, beekeeping). The inventory of
wild bees within the crosisorder territory of Alps Maritime Mercantogpuld bea veryfirst step to a

deeper understanding liriks betweerbiodiversityand the natural environmeintthe territory. Project
researchactivitieswill be further exploited and investigated in future projettse project could not

have existed in its crodsorder dinension without the EGT®eing a recognised legal body on both

sides of the border.

Local press has been the main information channel to prahméetivities. The project experience as

wel | as the EGTC6s role in administeri-oglert he na
contexts.n Spring 2019 the EGT@ascontacted by managers of protected areas in Northern France

who are looking atreaing an ESTC and would like to learn from the experiencesdPafc européen

Alpi Marittime 17 Mercantour
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Name of the good practice Project duration Enne ol ine FEve
(Acronym)

EfiDuero Since2018 (ongoing) DueroDouro

TheEfiDuero projecaims atenery independence and autonofoy theDueroDouroarealt is a new
Sustainable Energy Model business model guagange competitive electricitysupply. It builds on a
transparent European Cooperatigesocialy benefit the community, seeking user satisfaction by
offering trust, security and active participatidmrough this project the EGTC contributes to cohesion
in the territory.

Large power companigaake largerofits from their business activity. EfiDueinergy bug energy

onthe market in the same wag other providers but has a different management system that benefits
cooperative members rather than maximising profits. The cooperative faces obstacles due to the
opposition of large energy companigigh monopolistic or oligopolistic power. This is reinforced by
public administratiofavouringlarge enterprises andelaying developmentf an energy cooperative.

The cooperative could be developed with legal support and members of the EGT@Duerpwhth

include about 200 municipalities.

The long implementation process
7 & Mombuey

Vinhais g . WManzanal de Ariba means results mainly _relate _to
\ — establishing the cooperative, which
PORTUGAL \\ ol is thel*' cooperative sdlhg energy
e o Mogadouro 4 e EfiDuero started managingnergy
o / G :\' "be“'"c'\stnllo ‘ supp_lyln DueroDou_ro to develop
N la Guarefia e medium term regional energy
g d St ’ autonomy.lt targets all players in
)= ﬁ e s i I , the area, includingindividuals as
W ol well as public and privatdegal
/(obleda entities

Pefiaparda

EFIDUERO Energy i The Market created by our our city The EGTC instrument plays a

council crucial role in this by involving
© AECT DuereDouro 2019 different public entities and

territories. Methodology and objectives can be shared with other EGTCs aiming to contribute to
cohesion in their territory in the field of energy.

4.1.4 Crossborder access to public services and Europea
citizenship

So far, few EGTCs explicitly focus on improving crdssder public service
access. Most frequently this is related to transport (see alssestibn 4.1.6) and
sometimes to healthcare (see sglstion 4.1.1 above). The followirgxkamples
include the transport related Eurocity Chavesinand the childcare example of
SaarMosellghat hae an explicit focus on enhancing European citizenshig
example of MURABA EGT(llustrates a starting poiribr enhancing European
citizenshipbased on @ommoncultural backgroundThe study launched by the
ESPON EGTC has a cressctoral perspective on improving crdseder access
to public services.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Enne ol ine FEve
(Acronym)

Launch of regular passengesinsport with 2019 Eurocity of Chaves
cabotage between Chaves and Verin Verin

The launch ofegular passenger transport with cabotage between Chaves and Verin project has been
funded under the Bolutionsinitiative thattackles legal and administrative border obstacles/difficulties
along EU internal borders. Eurocity understood that this iiviéiatas a good opportunity to overcome

the lack of regular passenger transport betw@kaves and Verinin parallel, in August 2019 the
Eurocity launchedn occasional passenger transport ciiossler service between Chaves and Verin,

free of chargeduringmajor cultural events and weekly fairs to meet the needs of the local population.

Implementiy a regular service
-; @m Eyrocidade Conectada faces various  legal  and
l Transporte Urbano Transfronteirigo Chaves~Verin adm| nistrative Obstacles ) Rather
Transporte Urbano Transfronterizo Chaves~Verin .
than overcoming the obstacles, the
A tua Eurocidade j& se conectou, e tu? aim of the project was f|rst|y to
Chaves*"e”" IUELDckiiad ya S8 condet,cymis clarify them and secondly to define
Your Eurocity is already connected, and you? .
a roadmap towards soluti®n

indicating which entities need to be
involved.

Administrative obstacles occur
because of different transport
responsibilities ofseveral public
administrations other than the
promoters of the crodsorder
project There was norossborder
coordination in planning and
providing passenger transport

Interreg _ EUR : CIDADE

Cross-border BUS for Eurocitizens ChavesVerin

© Eurocity Chaves/erin EGTC services due tounequal coverage
and low use o€rossbordertransport networkandinsufficient knowledge of the administrat®he
legal obstacles rate to the absence of a specific European regime for-bordsr transport services.

Following the conclusion of the project in October, the Eurocity met with transport authorities on both
sides of the border to define and formalise a common agreemeiéonent regular transport between
ChavesVerin.

The occasional passenger transport service was presented to the public on August 8-antlitiem8
initiative projectwas presented at the European conferéBoesting Cros€Border Regions through

better Transpor® in Brussels. Since the launch of the occasional service, evesly nagicesare
published in the regional newspapers of Galicia and national newspapers of Portugal. This media
coverage helps improve the occasional service and the numpass®ngers has increased gradually.
The Eurocity communication office has taken advantage of strong media coverage of this initiative to
also publicsethe project approved by-Bolutions initiative and the steps taken to @eategular line.

Project esults may be transferred to other crossler regions of Portug&pain. This can create EU

added value by increasing crdssrder labour mobility, improving access to healthdarthe border
area and consolidatjrtourist destinations by facilitating crebsrder tourist flows.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Enne ol ine FEve
(Acronym)

Babylinguai Crossborder childcare facilities 20177 2021 Saarmoselle

Eurodistrict SaarMosellaimsto respond to daily concerns of inhabitamyshelpingto create a genuine
crossborder conurbation within thierritory. The crossorder ceche project is fully in line with this
context. ltaddressethecommon need of local authoritigs additional ollective childcare places for
children until they enter nursery sch@woidis driven bya political will to create crossorder ceches.
These common facilities wilhave a truly crosborder identitybecause of their unique educational
concept for younghildren.The project is funded under the Interreg programme VA Grande Région
with the EGTC as lead partner.

, : s — The project faceseveralobstaclesdue
N " ‘ 9% to differentnational legal frameworks.
~ : : ‘ = Firstly, payment schemes diffelhe
French Family Allowance Fund (CAF)
pays for ceches in France the PSU
— Y 1 (Prestation de service Unigumperating
| aid to crechepaccording to theumber
of places avdable. These are allocated
: according to the dirinciple of
B \ optimisatiord (e.g. one child attending
: ‘ early in the morning and leeng at 12,
anotherarrives onlyfor the afternoon).
In Germany this practice does not apply
and consequently the PSU cannot be
pad to the ceche in Saarbriicken even

_ if French children attend. Secondly,
Map of the crossborder creches on the territory of the VAT rules differ andVAT is part of the

Eurodistrict SaarMoselle
© Eurodistrict SaarMoselle

construction and equipment casfsq
the French partner will have to pay it
according to the German law on VAT (Umsatzsteuergesetz 28itethe same construction would
be exempted from VAT in France, thésads toadditional costs of 19% for the French partidtirdly,

is the proceduréor equivalence recognitiowherepeoplewith French noracademic qualifications as
child carers or agtatorsrequire mandatory additional training in methodology and didactas
employment inGermany Finally, Frenchpublic healthlaw includes stricter rulesn vaccination
requirements thaim Germauy.

For the first obstacle, arrangements were fourididen the regional and national cofinancing partners.
Since two creches will be built on both sides of the border under the Interreg scheme, the project partners
will share responsibilities and costs accordingly. A special regime for-bowdsr institutbns can be
introduced regarding the payment of PSU. However, this special regime can only be applied for five
years.

For the other obstacles, the Eurodistrict contacted legal experts and dppleadAEBR B-Solutions
project. In this framework, the Eadlistrict received suppoftom a Eurolnstitut expert, who outlined
solutions that follow Art. 13 (2) of the Fran€erman Treaty of AacheiThesecould help solve the
VAT implications as it allows botNS to introduce new legislation in border regions apgly specific
derogations when necessarythis casean exemption could be introduced to avoid VAT payment by
the French partner. The European CiBssder Mechanism (ECBM) can be an additional solution to
optimise regulation of céinancing standardand harmonise differences in the tax legislations in the
crossborder regionFor the recognition of staff qualificationgrticle 3 (2) of the Saarland Childcare
and Education Act stipulates that the body responfibléne day care centre is in chamfedesignng

and implementig the educational mission. This means that the body nvamabe ceche can
implementa common design. Local medical/public health authorities should be consulted on the
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differencesin childhood vaccinatiorrequirementgo seeif both regulationscan ceexist while a
compromise within the current legal scope should be féomnshfety equipment. Cooperation with the

local fire department is considered essentillich suggestapplying local standards on fire protection.

The vaiety of obstacles and individual solutions mean they need to be tested and lasting solutions
developed.

The project can only succeed with EU financial support. This is, howesefiyl for other EGTCs to a
certain extentB-solutions projecsolutionswill be applicabléo manysituations where a shared Franco
German crosborder public servicés neecekd, regardless of whethehis is basedon the French or
German sideThis can be transferred to many sectors inclughuilic transporthealth economic
development etc. Due to differences with other MS legal systems solutions cannot be directly
transferred to other borders. Howevthre topics enabig a crossborder public servicavith shared
facilities will be similar for otherborderarea, so the mehodology to find solutionganbe applied
acrossEurope.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Sweet streets 2019 MURABA EGTC

The relatively newly founded EGTRIURABA i nitiated its first proj
involve citizens and initiate cooperation with potential partner organisations. The project connects the

twin cities of Lendava and Szentgotthard and engages their citizens. The centres ctidsesere

reproduced in gingerbread made and decorated by local people at home and at joint events. The newly
founded EGTC became better known to citizens and local institutions, which is a precondition for future
cooperation.

The EGTC  experienced
language barriers and
prejudices during the project.
For example, people in
different  countries  differ
significantly and consider
themselves as competitors
rather than collaborators. The
project showed how successes
can result from cooperation.
Changing mindsts is a long
process and the EGTC hopes
to promote this in the right
way, especially encouraging
future projects with citizen
involvement.

B TR

Sweet streets in the form of gingerbread

© MURABA EGTC This project helped people to
realise that borders mainly

exist in their heads. The EU and open borders are dfivefisture cooperation. Social and local media
were the main communication channels.

The project illustrates a useful approach to starting an EGTC, introducing the EGTC as a cooperation
body. It offers a possibility to create awareness and includeermstizalthough it is highly labour
intensive and without direct financial gain. The project is easily transferable to othebordss
regions and fits perfectly into the p@&hristmas period.

37



Name of the good practice Project duration | Name of the EGTC(Acronym

CPS- Crossborder Public Services in 20177 2019 ESPON EGTC
Europe- Targeted analysis

The ESPON EGTC is the sole beneficiary of the ESPON Programme. Its main task is to deliver the
content envi saged by the ESPON 20 2®dord&dPabticer ati o
ServicesinEuropeT ar get ed anal y svassubmitted oténegrasentatives pfbader

regions (all members of the Association of European Border Regions) to be implemented as a Specific
Objective 2 activity of the ESPON Programme. Following a procedure organised by ESPON EGTC, the
application was selected te hmplemented. ToR were developed by the ESPON EGTC in close
cooperation with the stakeholders to ensure that stakehwdeswvere reflected in the document and

that theexpectedutcomesvould beuseful.

The project focused on crebsrder access to public services and European citizenspipduced a
first comprehensive overview of crebsrder public services across Europe, exploring territorial
patterns of service provision and highlighting the nfeatures of good practices.

Ten case study areas on crbssder public services and their future perspectives have been analysed
in-depth. These have been fundamental to pmogicdh better understanding of the legal basis,
governance models, infrastruoe use, needs addressed and tasks of-baygler public services.

579 crosshorder public services have been identified along European borders. Mostitbeal
environmergl protection, civil protection, disaster management and trandpdtiture, cr@ésborder
public service development is expected espediatigpatial planning, economic development, tourism,
and culture. Many regions also explored possibilities to establish-looodsr public services dealing
with health care and labour market daages.

Project implementatiowasstraightforward, and no major have
hamperedheresults. The only weakness was probably related

i to alack of resources for translatithat would have certainly

o provided a bigger impactfor project results and activities.
- However, it is worth noting that the ESPON contact point
Cross-border network supported the translation activiti8akeholders also
public services reported that the lack of a p&uropeanconta¢s database
in Europe hampered the impact of the European wide survey launched by

the project to complete the desk research.

Despite these weaknesses, outcomes of the pinatethe
scientific report providing a paBuropean overview of cross
. border public sevice implementation and potentigie ESPON

P A CPS practical guidance for regional operators and policy
) makersas well adest practices to provide inspiring examples.

o The Practical Guide for CPS developmenbvides hints on
‘ how to implement crosSorder public services and overcome
potential obstaclesThishelps crosdorder institutions, border
Policy Brief CPS: Crossborder regions and public service providers to explore cbussler

public service development possibilities. The results of the
project were discussed and preserdedarious events in lasi
and Brussels and through webinars.

Public Services in Europe
© ESPON 2019

The nain project added value &reduction of negative crodsorder effects, supporting crebsrder
mobility of people and contributing to raig awaremss of cros®order possibilities. The project also
provided a more effective way of sharing common problems.
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4.1.5 Crossborder investment projects

Few EGTCs engage in creberder investments. Apart from EGTCs that build
their activity on a large investmefg.g. EGTC HC) or whose principal objective

is to develop an investment project (e.g. EGTC PROUD), few EGTCs have
corresponding projects. Théhree following examples illustrate smaller
investment activities undertaken by EGTCs. The fivad focus ondifferent
cycling infrastructureand thethird on a new ferry connection.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Historical, cultural and natural cyclinc 20177 2019 TATRY
route around the Tatra Mountains

dhe Cycling routearound the Tatra Mountaidss a strategic trademark project of the PolStovak
dratrydEuroregion After the EGTCwas establishedsajoint PolishSlovak legal entity, it immediately
beame manager and then lead partner of the projefirnded by thdnterreg VA Poland Slovakia
programmelt aims tocapitaliseand promoteegioral cultural heritage.

The EGTC faced difficulties such as the need for increased coordination between numerouarahtities
complicated procedurdsr project realisation andccounting. There were also differences in the legal
rules and administrative practices between Polish and Slovak partners (local goverimlerlisiy

building laws and tendering procedures. Due to its legal personality, the E@Il€Cfacilitate the
preparation and implementation of this project. It has Polish and Slovak personnel, who are familiar
with the legal rules and procedures. It is also possible to respond rapidly to problems or needs of project
partnersProject implementation and accounting ajuicker and simpler, because there is one, cross
border entity responsible for all iterirsthe project. This management mode for strategic dvosder

projects withmultiple partners has proved effective.

As a result of the project activities, residents and tourists get atwwodsr product enainlg them to
travel safely by bike in the borderland and, at the same time, come topkewiwusly inaccessible
places with unique cultural, historical amatural attractions. It significantly enhances the attractiveness
of this region and provides a response to current needs relating to dmyaltgrnative, preecological
forms of travel and family recreation. Due to the interest in new cycling patltyelimdy tourism, local
business is developing near the Tatra Rdat¢he longer term, support for economic development in
the region is expected through increased revenues from business adatisliidmgrentals, bike/cross
country ski servicing fatities, food
accommodatiomandguides.

Underthe project the official homepage of this
route has been extended. Maps and guidebooks
and cultural attractions of the region were
issued in traditional form and agbeoks. The
project is promoted during tast fairs. There
was a information campaign in Polish and
Slovak media and on the internet. In spring
2019, outdoor events and a study visit were
organised for representatives of the authorities
= ‘ and organisations engaged in bike tourism
Cycling route around the Tatras from the entire balerland area, as well as
© EGTC TATRY workshops on the development of cycling

infrastructurein the borderland. The project
participates in the programné&he Polish Tourism Brar@dmplemented by the Ministry of Sport and
Tourism.
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This project encourages residentd &ourists to come to know the PokiSllovak borderland, itsnique
places and cultural attractions while travelling by bike.give people the possibility to get to know
these places and objects of cultural and historical heritage, a network of cyatlirsgigbeing set up
which are accessible to everyoléke tourism is becoming increasingly popular and does not require
high outlays or costandhas been used in the project to promote the cultural and historical heritage of
the PoliskSlovak borderlandThe Route around the Tatras is an alternative to motorised sightseeing
and travel. EGTCs afidealto manage such strategic territorial cooperation projects.

Name of the good practice Nami of the EGTC
cronym

KOMBI - Crossborderintegrated bike sharing syste! Since 2018 Pons Danubii
(ongoing)
The project KOMBI aims at improving bikeeess between Komarno (SK) and Komarom (HU)iand

funded under the Slovakidungary VA Interreg programmé&GTC Pons Danubii is leading project
implementation in cooperation with two regional beneficiaries.

Cars are the dominant means of transport between the two cities across the Danube river. At the same
time, there are few borderossings per inhabitadespite the proximity of the two centres. Especially

for cyclists, the main challenge is access to infrastructure. Recent years have seen many new bike roads
and green paths in the broader Komakkmmmarom crossorder region. However, there is still derdan

for further development of the bicycle network. New bicycle roads need to be built, existing ones
maintained and improved, and bike lanes must be marked on roads.

To facilitate modal split for inhabitants crossing the border, project KOMBI is implengeaii
integrated crosborder bike sharing system. A total of 13 bike sharing stations are being installed in
nine settlements across the bord&hen fully implemented, the KOMBI system will offer affordable,
quality and green rental bikes to use on ttusgborder routes. The project is aimed at inhabitants who
cross the border regularly including workers, students, entrepreneurs and inhabitants who would like to
use services on the other side of the border. Another target group is visitors fromtbetsidal area,
including tourists from foreign countries, especially from the Netherlands, Germany and Austria. The
project also raises awareness of regular and safe bike use in families and children.

During implementation, funding was a major obstacle. There was no certainty of a financial
contribution from the Slovakian state to start the project. The EGTC therefore hadit@apce its own
contribution through a bank loan.
" Furthermore, exante control of public
ADVANTAGES
~ aFCYCLING procurement was delayed due to
unplanned circumstances which delayed
implementation.

—
"~ GYCLEROUTES
F THE REGION

So far, several press releases about the
KOMBI project have been published in
local online and offline newspapers.

Implementing 8ch projects, Pons

ADVANTAGES T T Danubii EGTC plays a crucial role in

OFCYCLING IN THE REGION PROJECTS | regional development in the Slovakian

| Hungarian border area.
' institution with contacts to national and

Publicity for bike activities of the EGTC regional authorities on both sides of the

© Pors Danubii EGTC border. It is also well aware of riegal

development objectives in the two border
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regions as well as opportunities to support them with dvosder cooperation. Therefore, the EGTC
instrument is deemed useful in implementing ctomsler activity projects.

The KOMBI project would not haveeen implemented without pfimancing through the bank loan.
Overall, the project helps to tackle climate change by offering a more dlirreatdly means of
transport.

: Project Name of the EGTC
Name of the good practice ;
duration Acronym

Building a crossborder ferry connectiowith infrastructure  Since 2018  IsterGranum
bet ween Neszm®ly and R (ongoing)

IsterGranum EGTChas beerinvolved in s#ting up a new crosBorder ferry connection between
Neszm®l y an dunfandincadR18fhe EGTC is a partner in the project funded by the
Interreg VA SlovakiaHungary Programme under priority axigEnhancing Mobilit@ In contrast to
the member municipalitieshé EGTChas the capacity to appfgr prefunding underthe Interreg
programme.

So far there areonly two border
crossing possibilitiesin the Ister
GranumareaA third border crossing
on the river Danubewill improve
accessibility. The new ferry will
reducethe distance between crossing
points from 45 km to 22 km. In the
1970s a small ferrgervedindustrial
companies on the Hungarian side and
offered transport for Slovakian
commuters. The ferry stopped in
1982but citizens asked forranewed
connection Local peopleand media
percevethe initiativevery positivdy
and as favourable for regional
development.

Press conference for the start of the project

© IsterGranum EGTC The new ferrywill be able to carry
ten carsplus bikes and pedestrians amdll link the EuroVelo6 routes on both sides of the Danube.
Family connections on both sides of the riaar well ascultural and tourisy activitiesin the Ister
Granumareacan be reinforced ardcal producers can access new markets with &0 ton saved on
journeys

Being a Hungarian legal entity the EGTC faces obstacleptesenting Slovak partneas well ando
ensungf unding for the S| ovak mun adberepqaublic grogureRent v a R .
legislation for investment on the Slovak si@her challenges concepurchasing land, obtaining
licences and adminising assetsThe Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Traden Hungary and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Developmeint the Slovak Republidielped toovercome these
obstaclesThe European Commission ai@bR provided informatiorfor public procurement processes

as well assupport related to Natura2000 activities and financial issues. The European representatives
always found the right directive, institution, person, time and ptacemove obstacles. However, the
EGTC is in the process of public procurement and @sgarther obstacles due adack of offers or an
increasecatostfor the work.

The EGTC plays a key roie implementing suclnvestmentsand the ferry connectiowould not be

implementedwithout it Without the EGTC and the passion of some national and European level
participants, the region wouldissdevelopmenthancesnd initiatives thatmprovep e o p lvess 6 | i
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4.1.6 Transport infrastructure and soft transport projects

Transport is frequently addressed by EGTCs with different perspectives and
objectives. Examplesover territorial levels from urban (e.g. EGTC GO) to
transnational connections (e.g. CEEGTC). The project implemented by the
Interregional Alliance for th&hine-Alpine Corridorshows how these different
levels may even beoveredwithin one projectThe EGTC PROUDexample
illustrates how to approach links between transport and spatial development.
Other examples show how EGTCs can improve mobility accassHerodistrict
PAMINA) and how multi-modality can be enhanced (e.g. Euregio Senza
Confini). Often different aspects of transport issues are combined.

Name of the good practice Project Name of the EGTC
9 P duration Acronym
CrossBorder Public UrbaMobility Plan (CB PUMP) 20177 2021 GO

CB PUMP is a pilot project of the EGTC GO, funded under t#is®IBtions Initiative. This initiative is
promoted by the Eur op e-&enerdl mmRajgiona and Wiba Pdidgyramdc t or a
managed by the Assation of European Border Regions (AEBR). The GiBseder Public Urban
Mobility Plan islooking to create a joint crodsorder public transport system in the EGTC afidee
EGTC patrticipated in the-Bolutions initiative tender proposing andepth study of existing barriers
to urban public transport, identifying possible solutions that cenlzblea crossborder urban public
transport system.
Obstacledhinderinga single and integrated transport system are the different tariff systems (in Gorizia
tickets arsmeeded whi | e i n No v a-V@jba urbangubbctrahsparEsrrped amthck
of information and signage in both languagése main obstacle is the limitations in the EC Regulation
1073/2009 odCommon standards for access to the international market for transport services performed
by bugi A local technical committee, composefthe two current urban transpapperatordAPT and
NOMAGO), the EGTC GO and GOLEA, the
Goriska Energy Agency of Nova Gorica, has
been established to overcome these difficulties
and harmonise the tariff systemsrifermore,
the project also carried out andepth study
of mobility flows and cros$order citizenship
needsto obtain useful information faafuture
service, meeting the needs of the population
while respecting a coftenefit logic (thus
estimating tle benefits strengthsweaknesses
and costof a single and integrated transport
system). The studg the basis for establigig
a negotiating tablebetween institutions on
both sides of the bordeiThese includehe

- : Italian Friuli Venezia Giulia Regionna the
(_chle and pedestrianwalkway on the IsonzeS o | Ministry of Transport of the Republic of
rver . Slovenia.
© Mateja Pelikan The negotiations aim to establish the details of
the geographicatrossborder areawhererestrictions on boarding and disembarking for passenger
transport (Articles 8.4e and 15c of the EC Regafatn.1073 / 2009) are no longer applicaflbis
should aidimplemenation of Article 25 of the Regulation EU added value of the projesill be a
common tariff system relevant for cressrder transport in twin city areas.

7 Regulation (EC) No 1073/2009A r t . 25 6Member States may conclude bi
on the further liberalisation of the services covered by this IR&gn, in particular as regards the authorisation
system and the simplification or abolition of controc
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duration EGTC (Acronym
TENTaclei Capitalising on TENT core network 20161 2019 CETGEGTC
corridors for prosperity, growth and cohesion

CETGEGTC Ltd. joined the project as an associated partnezview and adopt the key results of
projectactions taken by $ke and Westpomeranian Regioithe projecfunded under thenterreg
Baltic Sea Region 2012020programme (BSRaimed tostimulate land and sea transport, develop and
integrae nodes, improve transport links of the Balfidriatic Corridor,developlogistics andencourage
socioeconomic growth in CETC regions. Regional and local authorities involved in the EGTC will
implement solutions developedinder the project These willenhance multilateral cooperation in
effective transport and mobility management policies along the Balfdriatic Corridor and its
functional extension to Sweden.

Skdne Region and Westpomerania

Region utilised the EGTC tool to

streamline interests of public and

private players ando ensure more
durabilityfort he pr oj ect 6s out
results. The EGTC was alseenasan

innovative mechanism for managing

transport in Europe, which was a great
opportwity to promoe it among a

wider group of transport stakeholders.

The main output of the CEFEGTC
project is the BaltieAdriatic corridor
freight transport logistics action plan
This hagwo groups of actions. Firstly,
horizontal actionsto establish an
organisational structurenablingdirect
actions.Secondly, direct actionthatcontribute to improving the attractiveness and competitiveness of
the Baltici Adriatic Corridor.

Szczecin- urban node in the TEN-T Baltic-Adriatic
Corridor
© Royal Pictures

EGTCregional and local authorities will implement solutions develap®derthe project to enhance
multilateral cooperation in effective transport and mobility management policies along theiBaltic
Adriatic Corridor and its functional extension to Sweden (Baltic Area). The action plan and regional
reports emphasise that thest advantageous model of cooperation between the Region Skane and the
Westpomeranian Voivodship for develog the Baltici Adriatic Corridor is the CETEGTC.
Westpomerania and SkaRegiors carriedout tasks for the EGT.CTheir experience in implementing

BSR projects contributed to realisiagpected results aiiglvolving allrelevant stakeholderherefore,

no substantial obstaclegere experienced

A stakeholder networlvasformedas part ofthe project. This network carelmobilised for similar
initiatives, improving the transferability of project outputs. A broad range of stakehglieutdbe
involved in a joint action to remove physical, technical, operational and administrative bottlenecks along
the TENT core networlcorridors by the year 2030. Implementation of the three core network corridors
(ScanMed, North Sedaltic and BalticAdriatic) have a largebut untapped potential to stimulate
positive effects in th8SR beyond the transport sector and beyond the imatedjeographical areas

they cross.

Media coverage was an important element in raising stakeholder awareneg3Rth&e project was

promoted through brochures, leaflesyebsite, international events, project meetings, publications in
the press andewslettesin Sweden, Finland, Norway, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Germany.
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Name of the good practicel Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

RAISE-IT 20177 2019 Interregional Alliance for the Rhir&lpine
Corridor

The RAISEIT project funded by the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) aimed at increasing accessibility
by highspeed rail along the Rhisdpine corridor. Instead otoncentrating ormaximum speed,
RAISE-IT explored integrang rail transport and reduddravel time through mukscak accessibility
distinguishing urban noddromregional and corridewide accessibility.

For urban nodg the focus was on the accessibility of railway statifmmsarriving and leaving. The
topics of wayfindinginformation and walkability were of utmost importandéeserefer to the location

of stations for other transport modegh facilities and signposts around and in the stations, analysing
the walkability revealed that different obstacles prevent fast and convemiesss for pedestrians
including crossing main roads or cycling patasd waiting time at traffic lights Guidelines were
developed on how to improve the accessibility of central train stations.

Regional level accessibility addressed the
integration between londistance rail
serviceswith local and regional transport
‘ ’ in three city regions along the corridor
(Arnhem, Mannheim, Milano). The
current status was analysed, dsion

developed, the gap between the current

status andan ideal future identified

Strategies and action plans were developed
= jointly with local and regional

stakeholders to bridge this gap and

improve integrated regional accimsiity .
O-

At corridorwide scale the analysis
focused on assdeg the level of
interconnectivity and attractiveness of
RAISE-IT project logo connections between the main nodes along
the corridor. An additional potential
demand of 60%by 2035vas identified.
The objective is ndior trains running from the Netherlands to Italyt reducing the numbend times

of transfers ould increase attractiveness amhcourageseamless travel chains. This includes
synchronigng timetables, overcoming bottlenecks at border sections and in@ezgacities at key
urban nodesMany measures can only be implemented in the long srencommon vision is needed
to guide stepwise implementation.

© Interregional Alliance fothe RhineAlpine Corridor

The approach and results of the RAIBEproject cannot be easily transferred to other EGTBsy

are mainly interesting for players along other THNcore network corridors that want to improve
accessibility and contribute to integedttransport and spatial development. Through its ksl
approach, the project shows tlaatnesided focus on speesl nd aviable solution. It emphasises the

need for a stronger focus on improving accessibility at different scales and developing seamless travel
chains. Such an approach is moreeglib generahg benefitsfrom infrastructure development for as

many eople and places along densely populated corridor axes in Europe as possible.
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Name of the good practice Project duration NI @ i [EeTe
(Acronym)

CORCAPI Capitalising TENT corridors 201971 2022 PROUD
for regional development and logistics

CORCAP is supported by the transnational Interreg Central Europe Programmg02014nder
priority 4 érransport and Mobilit§i The main objective of the project is to enhance connectivity along
the Orient/EasMed core net corridor between German seaports and Hungary. The project addresses
the DresdetPrague section which is a crucial bottleneck infreagng relevance. Improvin
connectivity by addressing spatial, transport and logistic aspects in this part of the Oridvig&ast
corridor will createmajorbenefits for inhabitants and the economy.

Crossborder issues and
cooperation are the focu®r
partners from the Baltic Sea to
Hungary. CORCAP builds on a
CzechGerman Interreg VA
project, which is in its final
phase. EGTC PROUDG s
objective isto develop a new
railway line to overcome the
bottleneck between Saxony
(Germany) and the Czech
Republic. Thus, the EGTC
participates ag project partner
in CORCAP.

& i =3

£ EGTC PROUD encountered

Cross-border geologiéal excursion Ore Mountain September  Obstacles in its attempt to
2019 with partners d Saxony and Czech Repubiti become gartner of CORCAP.

) . The EGTC is attached to the
© S.Kulikov, LfULG 09/2019, INTERREG VAproject Saxoly State Ministry of

Economy, Labour and Transport representing Saxonlie EGTC. To become a project partner the
EGTC had to obtain resources from the Ministry and convince Ministry representativieetB&TC

is a more suitable project partner in this case than the Ministry itself. These internal clarification
processes prolonged the application process and were finally solved by involving thartead, the
Saxory State Ministry of the Interior.

Since the project startezhly in Spring 2019, the outcomes remain to be selaife public reception
and media coverage are not yet in full swid@orridor Capitalisation Pladswill be developed to
facilitate the interaction of regional and transpontaafructure development in the participating regions.
Thiswill contribute to more efficient freight transport along this part of the corridor.

The EU added value lies in territorial focus on a FTEMore net corridor and its wider perspective
combining tansport and spatial development issues. The -TEprogramme usually focuses on
transport without directly addressing spatial planning. This may lead to investments beneficial for
transport but with ambiguous effects for the public. CORCAP addressesrhiglt a view on a
transnational part of the corridatith crossborder sections.

Transferability of the experience will become clear at the end of the project. However, the project
alreadyshows that direct conversation with neighbours sielpvercomenbstacles and find solutions.
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Name of the good practice Project duration | Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Crosshorder mobility platform with live 20177 2019 PAMINA
data

The crossborder mobility platform is one cdome20 projectsunderthe PAMINA Mobility Action

Plan, adopted in 2016. Altheseprojects aim at improving crodmrder mobility short medium- or

long-term. The mobility platform was funded by PAMINA membueisich aredistricts (Landkreise)

and large cities on the GermanesidDépartement du B&h i n cities (Communaut ®
and other intermunicipal cooperation bodies on the French side.

The mobility platform uses traffic data from two data systems to provide live inforn@atiwaffic in

the crosshorderregion. It was initially developed for the City of Karlsrulige¢many, the largest city

in the EGTC territory. As a member of the EGTChe city offered to cover the whole crebsrder
region, including the city of Haguenauréiicg. The platform alreadizad highlocal usage but lacked
acrossborder dimension. The role of EGTC Eurodistrict PAMINA was to gain political support on the
French side, create a strong and reliable partnership and to organise technical raeeliffigient
administrative levelso solve data formatting problems. As a result, the platfaapaved the way for
futuredigitalisation projedin the transport sector.

The first challengéo creatirg the platform
was to raise political interest for cooperatid
and to seup the structure which could
exchange data between the two majo
transport authorities (the City of Karlsruh
and the Département du BR#in). The
Action Plan PAMINA provided a ne
impetus. The Département du Hakin
joined the TechnologieRegion Karlsru
GmbH which then became a crdssrder
limited company, ready to organise dal
exchange. The  stakeholders  thg
implemened a secure |IT connection . L

between the databases of Départentknt A crossborder mobility platform with live -data
BasRhin and the City of Karlsruhe. At thé® EGTC Eurodistrict PAMINA

moment, althoughthere is a secure IT

connection, transmission of data is still man®andingissuesncludeharmonigd data, standardisl
geographical coordinatesdautomatic integration of data from detmlised structures (bike lanes, car
sharing, emobility sharing stations).

People in the EGTC Eurodistrict PAMINAow benefit from a onetopshop app for questions linked
to mobility in the cros®order region. The app can be usedafoytrip in theregion, whether crossing
the border onot It shows traffic jams and construction siésswell ase-carcharging andike-sharing
points, which is extremely valuable in a region withnycrossborder commuters.

The EGTC Eurodistrict PAMINA organisedpaess conference with the mayors and/or presidents of all
partner institutions which led to wide media coverage. As the platdiveadyexisted before it became
a crosshorder project, it is beyond the starting phase and the number of users is growing.

The project contributes to better cohesion in the border region by providing aas apell asby
promoting ownership of the border regi®@uch a platform can be implemented in other cbhmssler
territories, in particular those witmanycommuters. Stak®lders found solutions for croksrder IT
connections at a regional and local level that can inspire otherlwwodsr regions. For this project, the
EGTC served mostly as a mediator and facilitator by connecting partners and gaining political support
for the project.
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Name of the good practice Proj(_ect NErmE EiTE
duration | EGTC (Acronym)

Eco&soft MObility Through Innovative and Optimized netwo  2018i Euregio Senza
of crossborder Natural and cultural Ways (EMOTIONWay) 2020 Confini

Euregio Senz&€onfini EGTC is implementing the project EMOTIONWiaderpriority axis 2¢&\ature

and Culturé of the Interreg VA ItalyAustria Cooperation Programme. The project addresses- cross
border transport and cooperation with a focus on integrated tourist offdrdieen a budget of
01,586,250.

The objective is to improve crot®rder accessibility between ltaly and Austria, by implementing
multimodal services (bikbus, biketrain mobility but also new crodsorder local public transport
services) to closenissing connections and, at the same time, foster environmentally sustainable
transport. Further, the project aims at presenting the network as abordss tourism product,
promoted as part of the tourism strategies of the regions.

More specifically, he project is expected to improve the accessibility of heritage through better
integraedintermodal services aralsoincrease tourism flow by improving the quality of services and
visibility of heritage At the same timéhe project shouldedue the emvironmentalimpact of tourism

and related traffic. The projeehables crosshorder network of cycling routes and paths for tourists in

areas that otherwise would be difficult to reath.e mai n del i verabl e of the
Information Syst mé ( GI S) pl at f eregional database df d/dling goutes ard paths ia

the area between Carinthia, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Veneto and South Tirol, with georeferenced data. The
platformshowsthe accessibility of each cycling path/route atehtifiesthe intermodal services needed

to connect existing cycling routes in the regions. Additionally, during 2018, the EGTC
implemented several experimental intermodal seilog projectsconnecting cycling routes (bike plus

bus)as well amatral and cultural heritage sites (e.g. heritage trains or shuttle bAstisation of

these services connedtycling routes and pathgth each other and with natural/cultural heritage sites

which are otherwise difficult to reach.

X

Major administrative and technical
obstacleshinderedthe geereferenced

crossregional database of cycling
routes and pathss data from each

project partner were stored with
different degrees detail and formats.

The efforts of each project partner
enabled a thorough integration and
harmonisation of the data on cycling
routes and pathg'he main EU added

value lies in exchanging and

harmonising methodologies and criteria
for data processing a@® borders.

EMOTIONWay Pilot bike&bus FVG-Carinthia

_ o After thorough participatory planning
© EGTC Euregio Senza Confini with the involved areas training
existing businesses to improve servifmcycle tourists and hikers as well as fostering new businesses
that could offer services currently not available in the areanéw tourism product will be promoted
to the target groups. In 2020, many events to launch pilot services will be orgamiggdmote the
project. Moreover, transforimg the database into a web GIS format will enable users to access data and
information collectedunderthe project and create thewnitineraryon cycling routes and patlis the
three regions. This will also ensure the sustainability of project reByfisrience gained in this project
can easily be transferred to similar examplesre/a@ithorities are facing similar issues.
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4.1.7 Cooperation in integrated tourism

Some EGTQrojectsaim at integrated toumsoffersthatfocus on local territorial
specifics. This may be the visibility of regional products as illustrated by
Eurodistrict Strasbour@rtenau and HHP or taking advantage of geographic
conditions as in the Mura Regidndeed, EGTCs support different types aiter
tourism activities (e.g. Mura and PontibuSjher examples illustrate the relation
to nature preservation (e.g. LHKortrijk-Tournai)as well asultural and natural
heritage in general (e.g. ZASNET).

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Vélo Gourmand (croskorder bicycle Since 2017 Eurodistrict Strasbourg Ortenau
tour with tasting of local products) (ongoing)

Developing and deepening a joint idenfity its citizens is paramount for the Eurodistrict Strasbourg
Ortenau. A 6feeling of belongingbé and emoti onal
close to citizens and cover the entire territory. Combining outdoor activities using the dindssape

of vineyards, orcharddandmarksand other points of intereswith cultural elements like regional

cuisine are a good starting point for creating such expegamgepromoting a sense of shared identity

based on unique regional characteristics.

Against this background, the
EGTC organises an annual cross
border cycling tour to enjoy
regional food This brings
together  tourism, culture,
agriculture and  sustainable
mobility and attracts about 7,000
cyclists per year. The event
offers an opportunity tameet
neighbours from across the
border and discover the common
territory. Although tourism and
mobility are relevant for all
municipalities on both sides of
the border, their crodsorder
dimension is still weak.
Respective offers around local
specialities and food producers,
© Aurelien Ebel points of interest and cycle paths
rarely take account of the other side of the lmrdn addition, small municipalities often lack the
language and technical capacities to organise-secgke events for a Germ&nench target group.

iy =%

4 and62019 of the Eurodistrict Strasbourg

he dvélo Gourm
Ortenau

The EGTC developed a cycling event and offers this once a year with a focus on one part of the common
territory. EGTC is responsible for the overall organisation, the main ,topé cycling route,
coordination and communication with local and regional partrieysal producers and associations
develop theirown programme around local products and speitiak. The routeenablespeopleto
individually 6hop -tkmploca associagidn®gnd poofiuceds.offeElaca progducts

for tasting. Music, animation for children and viditdocal points of interests like natural or cultural
landmarls complement the cheerful getgether and make it a cregserder experience and friendship
festival Once the concept was developed and implementedapart of the Eurodistrict, itauld be

usedin other parts of theegion. After the Vélo Gourmand 28Z%dition, for example, local partners
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decided to continue their cooperation and orgaa®#1 9 edition in their region without further support
from the EGTC and outside the framework of the Vélo Gourmand.

Coveringcrossborderculture, tourism, citizeship, natureand mobility, Vélo Gourmand implements

the European idea atlocal level close to citizens. Being -financed by the crodsorder Interreg
programme for the Upper Rhineaisocontributes to increasing the visibility of the added valueldf E
funding and its benefits at local level. As shared identity and emotional attachment to the joint territory
is important for crosborder integration, the idea is well suited to be adopted and adjusted to other
border regions.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

INSPYR1 Made in the Pyrenee: 20167 2019 HP-HP Huesca Pirineos Hautes
Pyrénées

The Huesca PirinedsHautes Pyrénées (HRPP) EGTC implementedNSPYR Made in the Pyrendigs

a project under the Interreg V8painFranceAndorre Programme. The project has a total budget of
01,385300 and the EGTC was the lead partner. ativities focused on developing an integrated
tourist offer.

The HRHP EGTC decided to participate in this project to promote knowletigeral (artisan) agri

food products on both sides of the central Pyreaedsheir consumptiorthrougha gastronomy and
restaurantrossborder networklts scope is also to make local products and gastronomy a reference for
tourism in the central Pyrems. The project addresses the general pabticestaurants.

Project implementation was
sometimes hampered by
difficulties related to regulations
for producers sdlhg their
products to final consumers in
agrifood street markets. For
instance, French producers were
not allowed to sell fresh
productsin Spanish agffood
street marketsHowever there
was no specific regulation for
products that do notequire
special treatment (such as wines
or jams). An additional
difficulty was related to

2nd local food and tf the P documentation on licenses,
CONGTESs on ford 1 g roHets fom e Fyrenses insurance and  permissions

© Javier Blasco, owneEGTCHP-HP required for food handler
provided by French producers. Difficulties were solved by simply not providingugiexbvered by

veterinary controls and by the goodwill of Spanish veterinary services, that authorised sales on the
Spanish side.

Thanks to the project, markets could be held in 12 locations. Indeed, the project realiseenisdor
Pyrenearproducts and gastronomy, three visits to French markets and a distribution system to provide
agri-food products to collective dining rooms. Also, the project suppomedvaetwork of restaurants

on both sides of the border, implementation of a modeVditorising localagrifood products and a
marketing study to delivd?yrenearproducts to large cities.

There was widemedia coverage of the project activities with more th@9Q@ reviewsleading to

significantpublic attendancatthe markets andvens. The EU added value lies in the development of
a crosshorder economy by contributing to social and environmental maintenance of the area, boosting
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theecononics of proximity and contributing to changing consumption habits with less displacement of
prodwtsas well asa fairer and healthier society.

The models of production and market distributfonlocal agrifood products developed during the
projectcanbe consulted and could be replicated in similar projects.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Two rivers, one goal 20177 2019 Mura Region

The dTwo rivers, one goélproject supports crodsorder tourism development along the Mura and
Dravarivers. In line with theegionaldevelopment plan, a joint wateyurism development project was
drawn up The EGTC represents the Hungarian and Croatian sides of the Beéore the accession of
Croatia to the EU, the River Mura could not be used for goit was a border zone. Tiefore, this
project marks the beginning of water tourisnthe region

The obstacleduring project implementatiowere mainly administrative. More specifically, finalising
and signing the financing contract wasgeay lengthyprocess. However, active invelment of thgoint
secretariahelped overcomthis obstacle

There have been severaltcomes of the
project. Thee include finandng the
construction of four mobile piers on the
river Mura and three on the river Drava. In
addition, boats, ships, and motorboats were
procured. Two tourist visitor cemfs
(Molnéri, Gorican) and a water tourist
resting place in Murakeresztir were
construced. Additionally, an exhibition on
thetradition ofgold panningwhere gold is
extracted from a river using a flat pamas
completed in Donji Vidovec.

Public receptionfor the project has been
positive. The media presented the results as
a success and aovel tourisn product.
Many young visitors and families with
Logo of the EGTCMura Region children have used the tourism offer
© Mura region already A newassociatiomased irMolnar,
Hungary organises guided tour
programmesA website (www.muradrava.euhas been created and tours can also be bookdtieon
EGT Cs 6 .uneskx sities along the bordenfo kiosks provide tourist information that can be
downloaded with QR code

Local governments in both countries have a strong interest in exploiting wpifed created by the
EGTC. Without theHungaryCroatiaVA InterregProgrammesuch a complex project would not be
possibleassettlementgould not carry out the projecn their ownAs a crossborder body, thélura
Region EGTC can coordinate the toaripackage as a portfolio.

An importantlesson ighatimplementation of @uccessfutourism products based on good personal
contact betweepolitical representatives and decisiorakersin the municipalities Regularmeetings
andcrossborder eventaswell asthe involvement of NGOwere also importanio makingthis project

a successlhe project is an example on how a border formerly separating countries can be an asset for
joint development. This way, the border shifts from a separating functeomitderface. This example

can therefore be transferred to any other EU border region wishing to implement and promote joint
water tourism.
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, Project Name of the EGTC
Name of the good practice ;
duration Acronym

Installation of floating piers for kayakirand canoein¢ 201871 2019 Pontibus EGTC
on the Ipoly river to develop water tourism and spc
facilities

A primary goal of the PONTIBUS EGTC is to increase tourism for Danube and Ipoly settlements by
offering quality services, programmes, events and @ttexctions through joint tourism development.

The EGTC was involved in a project to insfidiating piers for kayaking and canoeing on the Ipoly to
develop water tourism and sports facilitsboth sides of the river in Slovakia and Hungary, which is
important for this underdeveloped crdssder area. The project was funded by the Hungarian Ministry

of Foreign Affairs and Trade and also aims to strengthen international relations between these two
countries.

The obstacles encountered when initiating project were mainly administrative. This included the
complicated and lengthy processes for receiving the authorisation to install floating piers on the
Slovakian side and obtaining permission from landowners on the Hungarian side. To overcome these
obgacles, the EGTC had to change some technical parameters of the piers and one was installed at a
different site. This caused a few months delay. However, the authorities and government agencies helped
solve these problems.

Four requests to installg
floating piers were submitteg
to the towns of Szob,
Ipolydamasd, Letkés ang
Chlaba. Three piers werdés
installed on the Ipoly
riverbank, in Szob, §
Ipolydamasd and Letkés
These are removable in cag
of flooding and in winter to
increase the safety of thig
infrastructure.
The piers help tourists to ge
into and out of kayaks and
canoes, fostering wate
tourism on the Ipoly. Thisg
project was an initial f§
investment and  furthe
developments are planned. § : 2 :
. ] Floating pier on the Ipoly river in Letkés

Dissemination was throug .

bilingual article published ona© Pontibus EGTC

the EGTC website about indialy mobile piers and a presentation was given to other EGTCs in
Szentgotthard (HU) in March 2019.

This experience can certainly be useful for other EGTCs where devglpiter tourism on cross

border rivers is equally important. The most useful experiences of Pontibus EGTC are the importance
of selecting installation sites which ideally involve cooperative landowners and prudent planning to
facilitate authorisation proderes.
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Name of the good practice Nami of the EGTC
cronym

Blue Walks & Carré Bleu (micrprojects) 20181 2019 Lille -Kortrijk-Tournai
for Blue Park

The Blue Walks & Carré Bleu projedBlue Walk€) combines nature protectiazgoperation in spatial
planning and an integrated tourist offlue Walksis a microprojectunderthe Blue Park project,
wherethe EGTChaserase the effects of national borders through concrete actions.

The EGTC working groups well agenthusiastic students and researcfrens the area have actively
collaborated on develam the Blue Park projectBluedstands for the network of rivers, canals, streams

and ditches that criszoss the regioas well aghe groundwater. The Blue Pgpkoject idea was to

create a robust hydrological system capable of absorbing climate shocks. This system should ensure the
protection of ecosystems, flood proofing, water storage, drinking water supply, irrigation and drainage.
A subproject of Blue Parksithe Blue Walks micrproject, tharebilingual crossborder guided tours.

From its very beginning, the micqroject organised four crodmrder tours and three tours in the
subregionsKlanders Wallonia and Nord Pas de Calais). It also implementglot @alking tours, four

cycle tours and one boat tour (involving more than 230 participants).

Project implementation has been straightforward
despite some issues related to common project
ownership (different riverbank management, language
barriers, problems related to joinpromotion).
However, these obstacles have been overcome thanks
to a strong leadership role played by the EGTC.

These very successful tours have created a need for
pemanent 6Bl ue Walk / Carr® bl
and cycling routesas well aswaterways. The 90
kilometres route covered by the project can be
completedin two days It includes towpaths and by
roads along the principal waterways of the
Eurometropolis: tb Scheldt, the Lys, the Delle,
Bossuit Canal, Spiere Canal and Roubaix Canal. The
towpaths and byoadsarethe heart of Blue Park and
traverse the Eurometropolis. This successful micro
project has been covered by numerous regional press

BlueWalks in the Eurometropolis
© Alexandre TRAISNEL (MEL) articles, a TV reprt (NOTELE) and social media.

Project added valus at local, regional and EU level. At local level, the project enabled stakeholders to
cooperate pragmattly to strengthen the European identity. At regional level, the EGTC ensured a
structured andgrmanent dialogue between the local, regional and Europeas [Evahks to its role
asfacilitator, mediator and accelerator for awareness, the EGTC contributes to development ef a cross
border identity among stakeholdetts/arious levels and in multiple sectors. Lastly, at European level,
the EU can rely on EGTCs such as Eurometroptdigacilitate crossborder, transnstitutional and
multilateral governancel his offersan opportunity to keep up to daté&h sociceconome realities in

the field. As part of this process, the EGTC contributes to the European identity through governance
and concrete actions. Although the funding linked to Interreg is limited in time, the projects can be
continued through the efforts of th&EC.

The experience of Blue Park and Blue Walks could be useful for other EGTCs in terms of methodology,

project governance and development of a European identity that address the needs of people living in
crossborder areas.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

MESETA IBERICA 201571 2018 ZASNET - EGTC

The MESETA IBERICA projectvasfunded under the ERDF through theerregVA Programme,
POCTEP.This project is a turning point for the EGTC and its action plan.progct hal three main

aims. First, to protect and enhance cultural and natural heritage of the EGTC ZASNET and
Transboundary Biosphere Reserve Plateau Iberian adopted by UNESCO. Second, te w@uwdbili
conserve all potential in a sustainable manmbisis in accordance with the ZASNET 2020 Territorial
Cooperation and Development Strategic Plan as a-bars®r intercultural identity reference that
promotes competitiveness and the IBERIAN MESETA Action Plan. Third, to generate added value with
sustainal# and quality tourismasng the Biosphere Reserve with adequsgms on routes

During  implementation
ZASNET encountered
administrative  obstacles,
namely lengthy procedures
for public pracurement and
slow responsiveness from
public authorities.

The outcomsof the project
are many activities. Tdse
are by themselves an
outstanding benefit, for the
territory of ZASNET and
the Iberian Plateau Cross
Border Biosphere Reserve.
The activities include
creation of a quality brand
Nature, man and biosphere in the EGTC territory ZASNET MESETA
© Anténio Sa IBERICA, thematic

itineraries and a joint offer
for the BIOSPHERE Certificate of tourist destinati@ther activities are @rotection and recovery plan
for natural and environmental resourdasthe ZASNE EGTC areato consolidate actions in the
Biosphere Reserve Action Plgmotection and valosation of heritage and cultural resourcaplan to
declare thé&intangible Heritage of Humaniwf Iberian Masks and Wintdf e s t i, avialtiatioe glain
for sustainable agricultural production wigtguality markfor Iberian Plateau Cro€8order Biosphere
Reserveoroducts

The main projectresults are the tourism quality brand for ZASNET and the Iberian PlateauBneksy
Biosphere Reserve (BIOSPHERE Cécttion tourist destination), integrated management of resources
and potential, as well as synergies that provide the project with a multiplier. évgetitipatory
sustainable development genesatdded value that benefits public orgaions and sociagents with
tourist itineraries.

The MESETA IBERICA project can be transferred to other areas of the EU, as it is beneficial for

tourism,the localpopulation,local and regiongbroducts and the general intetian between humans
and natural and cultural heritage.
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4.1.8 Cooperation in education

EGTCs with a sectoral approadan find education is a relevant field of
cooperation as illustrated by the AeuCC for training in ceraamdshe European
Mycological Institute in truffles. Euo-regional EGTCs implement cresgector
education projects ranging fromh i | dedueation ¢e.g. PAMINA) tgublic
sector mastér programme (e.g. Euregio TiroloAlto Adige - Trentino) and
academia (e.g. GaliciaNorte de Portuda

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

CERASMUS+ 20171 2019 AEuUCC

The Agrupacion Europea de Cooperacion Territorial Ciudades de la Cerdmica (AEuCC) EGTC
participated in th€ ERASMUS+project implementednderErasmus programme

AEUCC propose and creatd the project participaing because of its rolas anEGTC for Cities of
Ceramics Associations and its specific mission to develop projects related to art and craft ceramics. The
aim of the project was tarotect EU traditional heritage and to modernise the cessuitor.

To achieve its aim,
the project promoted
three initiatives.
Firstly, it created a
European network of
ceramics
stakehol@rs to
analyse sector needs
for competences to
improve the value
chain. Secondly, the
project intended to
combine ceramic
tradition with
innovative  design
and production

= ¥ Sl B T e G
Participants to the CERASMUS+ kick-off meeting techniques. Thirdly,
© AEUCC EGTC the project aimed at

revising and innovating vocational educatiionceramics through workased learning models to
strengthen cultural, social and econonatue

The first project proposal of CERASMUSwvasrejected by the Programme. However, whenldaa

partner changed, the project was revised and approved. The EU added \BGIEGMAEUCC isstill

not fully known and recogséd. One obstacle affecting project implementati@s the interregional
dimension and competenckeandledby the EGTCwithin this pojectare notrecognised enough. In

times of ubigitous integrated strategies, the EGTC faced difficulties promoting the sectoral
development approach. In some territories sectoral approaches may provide higher leverage for
territorial development than iegrated approaches.

For project transferability, the experience and, frobr@aderperspective, the role played by AEUCC,
could be replicated as a good practtgewhere in Europe. AEUCC bundles specific competences and
knowledge about ceramics acrde EU and thuds a specialised actor, interrelating the sector across
EU countries.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Trufforum Since 2016 (ongoing) EuropearMycologicallnstitute (EMI)

Since 2016 the Europedfycologicall nst i t ute EGTC has been i mpl emen
The project promotes cooperatifmm integrated tourist offer education and cultuas well agconomic
cooperation, jobs and growth.

= The key aim of the
oL project is to promote
the responsible use
of European truffles
in homes and
restaurantsFirst of

all, the project

contributes to
{ improving and

spreaihg the

knowledge © the
different proveance
and species of
European truffles
how to distinguish
them from less

valuable Asian

2 o 8 truffles and how to

Trufforum select European
© Fernando Martinez Pefia truffles from

synthetic aroma

imitations. Moreover, the project intels to make people aware of the importance of quality control to

avoid counterfeits, but also to teach appiatpruses in the kitchen. Furthéned Tr uf f or umé pr «
intends to enhance Mycotourism in European truffle territaneluding habitats, truffle farms, fairs

and specialised restaurant®roject activities mainly regard orgamg the International Truffle

Congress. Additionally, the project also organised the Truffle Mdrkdtorum, a single market in

Catalonia with black truffle (Tuber melanosporum) selected from different territories. Lastly, the

project also coordinated tAeuffle Dog Catalonia Championship.

The nain obstacleuringimplementation has been the lack of funding to organise events. To overcome
this, the EGTC implemented a fundraising campaign seeking local, regional and private funding. Thanks
to Trufforum, he European Truffle sector is better organised and people are more aivthig
particular sector.

Further mor e, helfeddevelbpoimtarmatidnaftufiestourism (attracting visitors from
Asian countries who have shownterest in Europé\sia cooperatioh It is also worth noting that more
than 10,000 visitors participated in each event and the projedtadsdde coverage in national media.
The successful model of Trufforum could be also replicated for other products (in particufapdpri
and sectors which need to be further enhanced and jointly promoted at Eldridvel crossorder
regions.

55



Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Weltenbummler PassePartout Since 2017 PAMINA
(Globetrotter online game) (ongoing)

EGTC Eurodistrict PAMINA created an educational online game to allow children to playfully discover
the crosshorder territory and engage them in learning the neiglisgplanguage. This tool is used in
schools in the framework dtrossborder class meetingsThe online game is based on a board game
that was developed in 20i#hich was very well appreciated by children and teachers who expressed
their wishfor an online version Eurodistrict PAMINA picked up that wish and initiatdte online
version of the game.

Finding funding to carry out the project
was a challenge. It was eventually
developed through suppoftom the
Interreg VA UpperRhine programme.
Organisational obstacles had to be
overcome by adaplg to different
situations. Language learning starts at
different ages in the different countries
and Lander. Therefore crebsrder
class meetingsinvolve pupils with
different levels of the neighboting
language or with a substantial age
difference between the participants.
Organising crossborder training for

An Interreg volunteer is presenting the gaméo teachers is challenging because of
children national differences between teacher
© EGTC Eurodistrict PAMINA training  schemes.  Administrative

obstaclesalsomade itmore difficult to
organise crosborder class meetings (e.g. special authorisation for French pupils to leave the country or
forms for teachers and volunteers moving to the neighbouring country). School authorities were very
helpful in resolvingthese orgnisational issues.

To now more than 200 people have used the online game. The children are very happy and motivated
and teachers appreciate this pedagogical tool in their classes. They report that @tiglsnine game

at home and their motivatichelps them learn more about the cfoseder region and have a positive
attitude to the neighboimg language and culture. Moreovergitabledhew crosdborder partnerships
between teachers and classes.

Media coverage of the project is positive. Neailypress releases are published in newspapers. Part of
the project was even presented in a short TV report. However, the media coverage is much better in the
Francethan in Germayn

The project contributes to developing a ctbesder and thus Europeddtentity for children, parents
and teachers. Moreover, the origins of the project go beyond the Feemotan crosorder region,

as the initial board game was a cooperation with a Euroregitine PolishkCzech border. The project
was also one of the §it to have the support of an Interreg Volunteer Youth (IVY) volunteer. The young
Italian volunteer carrying out activities with the childramd presenting the online game was a truly
European experience for them.

Learning the neighboing language is ahallenge at most European bordessegamples of good
practice to motivate children from an early age to leameighbouing language and culture is always
useful for EGTCs on all European borders. The project partners plan to publgdmbsource code
to make it easy ttransfer to other European border regions.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

EuregioMaster(EMEPA) 20187 2020 Euregio Tirolo- Alto Adige -
Trentino

The Euregio Master in Public Administration (EME
- Alto Adige T Trentino in 2018The crossborder Mastdy programme enhaescultural unification

within the EGTC territoryand istargeted at graduates already working in public administratidime

region.The programme is financed by the EGTC with a total allocation of EUR 216,000.

Thetwo-yearcuriculum is oriergd towards the needs of Euregio public administratammincreass

the European and international skills of graduateskwvg in thesepublic administratioa The
programmepromotes multilingualism as i in English, German and Italialt addresses intercultural
topics and public management in the Euregioaennc i ng st udent under standi
Re g i dhesudicuimincludeseight lectureblocks per year which cover secipecific strategies of
public administrations to enhance managerial and leadership skills in European law, public
management,glicy governance, intercultural working and intercultural elements of the EGTC territory.
T he Ma s tbestpactice exangpleand helps to create a knowledge base along with a network of
experts in international relations that will help to internatieeaand better link the administrations.
From 2018 to 2020, 36tudents participatéor 1,500 hourswhich will result in60 European Credit
Transfer SystenfECTS) credits and graduation in autumn 2020.

During devel opment of stelheeal difiauties€hesérsainly related toEh6 T C f a «
complexity of designing a project invahg multiple project partners (sikegionaladministrationsand

three universitiefrom two countrieswheredifferent national regulations appl The collaboration of

all the partnersvas aprerequisiteo realisethe programme

, It took about two yeardo resolvethe
. a Yy m obstacles linked to elaboragthe Euregio
Master The main obstacles were from
different national and regional labour
, regulations covering the public sector.
Intense legal assessments were needed.
One example concerned the code of
conduct in personal gues
participants. To create equal conditidas
all  students from the different
administrations, compromises had to be
found. All students follow the programme
during working hours. The courses are in
| different locations in Euregio (Trient,
Euregio Master (EMEPA) Bozen, Innsbruck and  Alpbach).
© EVTZ Europaregion TireBdtirokTrentino Participation is free as is during work
hours and classifies as work. The EGTC
covers the costs of courses, travel and posting participBimésobstacles were completely removed
once the project was approved by all partners.

Europese Commissie
Commission européenne

Public perceptiorand media coveragef t h e pidgrasntmavas @\serwhelminggspeciallyin the
regions It is thefirst project of its kindandwas initially subject tascepticism that has turned into great
enthusiasnsince 2018The European added value of the project lies in the possibility of elaborating a
degree with a European approach #mdugh thiscreatirg a new generation ahanagers with a vision

of European integration.

Experience gained from the Euregio Master poan also be helpful for other EGT,Qrrticularly

experience duringimplementation of th@roject Resolving the obstaclesin also beisefulfor other
crossborder projects.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

lacobus programme Since 2014 (ongoing) GNPEGTC

The lacobus Programme responds to prioriggablished in the PIC (Joint Investments Plan of the
Euroregion), driven by Working Community GalicidNorte de Portugal (GNP), and counts Bd
financial support provided by the Operational Programme for €Bosser cooperation Spaiortugal
(POCTEP).

lacobus aims to promote cralssrder cooperation and exchange betweeople inhigher education
institutions ( HE Thssshouldimprovehaehing, vesearcheagdimmumication
These exchanges improve knowledge and cooperation relationsiiga academia, benefiting
scientific and technological research, creasggergies and economies of scale. Taking into account
the weak relationships betweaniversities a few years
ago, GNP EGTC created the lacobus programmsg
foster, support and develop collaboration and sf
exchanges among ts&communities irthe Euroregion.
In 2014 a Memorandum &fnderstanding was signed b
the presidents of regional governments and the rector,

al | uni ver siin the Euroragiod (thide
universities in Galicia, four in North Portugal and fo IACO B U S
polytechnic institutesi HE | énsNorth Portugal).
Afterwards the first calunderthe lacobus programme
was published. The memorandum and general principRsOBUS Programmelogo

of the programme are the backbone for implementing ¢h&sNP EGTC
lacobus programme.

The main difficulties when developing and creating ghegramme were due to tineanyinstitutions
involved. The obstacles were mainly administrative and cultural. There wersoatgbegal barriers

that determined what could be done or notlera cofunded Interreg project. The obstacles were
overcome thragh joint work between all the stakeholders involved in the programme. Many contacts
and internal meetings took place to develop the general principles and the Memorandum of
understandingo all stakeholders agreed.

The general principles and thdemorandum ofUnderstanding already included an agreement.
Nevertheless, the programme is constantly changing and developing new initiatives tHacenay
obstacles prior to implementation. For instance, in thea8 two new initiatives were addeddortinue
promoting crosdorder R&D in the GNP Euroregion for tlaeademicyear 20182019 and beyond.

This enabledtechnologyentities to participatén addition to universitiesThe lacobus Papers Call
promotes joint publication of crod®rder papersvith at least one author from a Galician institution

and another from a Northern Portuguese institution. To include the TechnologyesCentthe
Programme required a specific Collaboration Protocol between the GNP EGTC and the Technology
Centres in 2018.

To now more than #00 proposals were submitted. A total of ®&hanges were supportadd 34
papers weracceptedunder the ¥ lacobus papers call. The main EU added value of lacobus is to
develop anéddvancea crossborder higher education framewaskth interregional integration between
uni ver si t iiretlse EaroradjionH®Hedbenefits at European levelf@stering R&D cross
border col | ab or aunivemities iatheoEargregiark pramsginewrjotht publications,
mostly focusing on regional sectors and improving the visibility of the-Eegimnal University System

as well asmprovingthequ al i t y o fhaiR&king)s ( Shang

The IACOBUSs programme illustrates how an EGTC can secure fondgveral yeafrom Interreg
programmes and distribute them in a flexible manner rather than being restricted to specific projects.
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4.1.9 Cooperation in culture

The variety of projects implemented by EGTf0s culture illustrates different
access points anapproaches. Often cultural heritage is the focus, sometimes
closely related to enhancing tourisBomeexamples have a more specific focus
oncultural heritage. Exampledso covelan urban focus (e.g. Pannon) or linking
cultural heritage with strengthiexg local identity (e.g. European Border Cities).

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

HistoricalMemorials Since 2018 (ongoing) AbaujAbaujban

The Historical Memorials project was initiated to showcase cultuistbric relations in Slovakia
Hungaryborder areasThe objectiveis to raise awarenesfr children the general publiand tourists
about shared history in the area®l to introduce habits, clothing and fdoaim the past intgpeopld s
daily lives The EGTC caoorganises events, providing a platform for historic associations, interest
groups and businesses in the regidie EGTCandorganisers of the historic everaiekeen to spread
knowledge oftculturalinterrelationsan the crossborderarea.

Partners of the EGTC already cooperated before the-bordsr instrument was established 13 years
ago. This means projects can rely on close cooperation between authorities that can easily resolve minor
obsacles. EGT@baujpAbaujbanencountered no majabstacles during its implementation.

y The EGTC mobilied young and old
Boldo gk 6V2i§‘1j ; generations from both sides of the border

o .. . . .
.~ to visit and become actively involved in

oy § cultural groups. This has raised the
\é ’“‘I. : © ; 'ﬂ
. ‘s ‘! I “ local population especially visibility and
| A

relevance (Javitva). The events have
indirectly helpedcrossbhorder tourism
businessesby generatingnew events
increasing tourism from the other side of
the bordeland from abroad.

profile of cultural groups among the
l.\

UJBA )
R s Y N |

To increase the EU added valueeas

beyond the EGTC territory were
included as part of the events. This
increases cultural awareness of the

Presentationof King Matthias and the Middle Agesat  Proader crossorder region vih its

thecasteoBol dogk RvEral | a shared history. These related activities

© ABAUJ - ABAUJBAN ' have increased the visibility of the
EGTC.

Public events on the shared cultural past were well attended, includirgsiolents from other regions
beyond the EGTC territorfEGTC residentdeaders ohationalorganisationsind local decisiomakers
were invitedand many attended he events are also advertised in tourist accodation throughout
the region, whiclincreased participation amdediacoverage.

With this projectthe EGTC showcases shared grétin the territories to raise awareness of historic
crossborder relations. It is also a good example of how residents, tourists, current and former-decision
makers can be mobilised for a joint causdditionally, local business competitiveness was wi@d.

This well-functioning partnershipf the pastl3 years can bausefulexamplefor EGTCsshowcasing
sharedhistory in otherborderregions
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: . : Name of the
Name of the good practice EGTC (Acronym)

Patrimc@fi CrossBorder TerritorialArrangement of 201671 2020 PAHT
Interpretation of Architecture and Patrimony in Tecl
and Ter Catalan Valleys

In 2016 the Crosb or der Country of Ar t and History oO0Cat .
Patrimc@t projectto creat a territorial system for interpreting architecture and heritagiee Catalan

Valleys. The projecis funded under gority axis 3 (G¢onserving and protecting the environment and
promoting resource efficiendy of the Interreg VA SpairFranceAndorra 208-2020 Programme
(POCTEFA)andfocuses on cooperation in education and culture.

The EGTC decided to participate in the project to implement the-brass der o6 Country of
Hi st or y ®his brandwad established by the French Ministry of Cultuaed is given to
municipalities or groupings of municipalities engaged in raising awareness about the quality of heritage,
architecture antheliving environment.

The Patrimc@ project intends to tintoaocossbardee t he
dimension The main objective is to create a network of heritage sites and interpretive routes for locals,
young audiences and visitoBo, the project contributes to economic developniettte rural areas and

reinforces culture and tourisprofessionaldy developing new activities and access to professional
resources. Project activities also focus on imprgaccessibility of heritage sites, their development

and restorationProject activitiescoverthe restoration of Maison du Patrimoiaede la Mémoire in
SaintLaurentde-Cerdans, rehabilitation of the Cal Marques in Campra@aiainecent workso improve
accessibilityto the Liége Museum.

The 6Country of Art and Hi st or ybérdeltariitoeyl(3Freactvar d e d
and Spanish municipalities), takes on a new dimension wiBGI C andoperational implementation

of the Patrimc@t projecProject implementation has faced minor obstaaleich were solved thanks

to the help of institutiongdrojectpartners

Media coverage has beémroughpublicationsin the pressas well associalandspecialised networks.
As a result, the project received positive feedback from locals, especially through social networks.

The EU added valués in theimplementation of a nemethodological framework for the management

and joint development aulturalheritageon both sides of the borddme Patrimc@t project, thaiill

end in 2020, has already enforced cooperation among local populations and elected officials from both
sides of the crosdorder project area in order to enhance and promote tangible and intangible local
heritageas well asa common language and culture.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

SHARE Since 2017 (ongoing) Pannon

The diversity of cultural heritage plays a specific role in Europe 2020 strategy goals for smart,
sustainable and inclusive growth. It is relevant not only in culture but also in social and economic
development, cohesion, education, tourism, and innovalibe aim of the SHARE project is to
exchange policies of cultural heritage in urban settings. It identifies best practices and innovative
approaches to develop a sustainable and smart process for management and valorisation. Smart city
projects should beffectively improved by including a smart and sustainable agenda for cultural assets

in urban centres. Smart infrastructure plays a key role in evidessa decision making and responsive

pl anning while also provi dibasgdetohoey. Bveteapermigittle r i al 6
infrastructure and approaches can give insights into fields that have so far remained inaccessible.
Ensuring that tourism planning and management as well as development of the built environment
responds to the needs okus requires smart infrastructure, providing information on how people use
public spaces and touristic attractions.
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Within the SHARE project, Pannon EGTC has two functions. The EGTC elaborates public and private
7 71 tourismdevelopment project proposals for actors
in the area covering economic development and
innovation. It also functions as an expertise
centre in elaborating recommendations to
improve the effectiveness of EDIOP calls to
improve exchanges of experience on tunall
heritage policies in urban settings. EDIOP is a
Hungarian government programme for the 2014
2020 period aimed at sustainable economic
growth and the expansion of high addedue
manufacturing and employment. For tourism, the
progr amme réasespesdmg oftouadstsi n c
by developing cultural heritage assets into
sustainable, economically viable tourism
products in harmony with the surrounding
environment 6.

The SHARE project is based on four pillars:
sustainable urban development, urban cultura
heritage, information and communication
technologies as well as participatory processes.
The core of SHARE is joint learning between
=10 i & 2 : managing authorities covering different policy
SHARE project team instruments. The interregional exchange of good
practices in the projecetritories inspires new
ideas to improve each policy.

© Pannon

The project is producing six local action plans to improve local policy instruments concerning urban
cultural heritage. These action plans will propose improvements to the use and management of public
funds, bringing them closer to the needs of citizens and generating more effective impact. The project
involves citizens and stakeholders in the participatory process. Participatory actions planned by the
project will involve many residents and organisasioin sustainable urban development and
improvements to the related policy instruments. SHARE improves the relationship between residents
and their city with its historical value and identity. Residents and visitors benefit through better access,
communicéon and sustainable development of the urban environment and its cultural heritage.

No obstacles were encourdgrso far during implementation. A press conference was held at the
beginning and end of the first phases and various online media have réntiemproject. Stakeholders

were informed of preliminary project results at a separate meeting. The results will help development of
the region by improving the targeting of EU funding. Cultural heritage professionals and stakeholders
were pleased with ghpreliminary results. During the project, the partners gained insights on different
cultural heritage and management systems. Furthermore, the EGTC acquired more knowledge on ways
to increase the number of visitors. These experiences are very usefalnabd easily transferred to

other EGTCs. The project results will be useful for tourism promotion in other urban regions.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

CultDialogue Since 2019 (ongoing) European Border Cities

TheEuropean Border Cities EGTC in Nyiregyhaza (HU) implements the CultDialogue project together
with partners in VeOk® Kapudgany ( SK). 't is fun
SK-HU Cooperation Programme and addresses etliversity in he region.

Peoplein the two citiedn this regionareof Sultan, Slovak and Hungarian origins. Addressing social
cohesion in this area thus requires bringing together the cultural heritage of threiéexthnic

The focus of the CultDialogue projéastio tackle dack of integrated methods, procedures, institutional
cooperation and cultural valudsatlead to cultural challenges. Social cohesion and a common cultural
understanding will be strengthened among young citizemshe projectaddressesimilar cultural
challengesicross the ethnicitie$t aims to improve crossorder partnership and presetiie common

cul tur al heritage of Ny2regyh8za and VeOk® Kapug

The project condustworkshops involvingdcal cultural organisatiorig the two cities Thesegather
information and set up common services such as cultural meetings and events that establish sustainable
crossborder relationships. The results will be available in Slovak and Hungarian langhageszents

will offer the chance foyoung peopléo learn about traditional regional foolin action plan showing
SlovakHungarian cultural valuesill help keep young people in the region and strengthen
understanding between the nationalities. CultDiatogill strengthen regional cultural identity and
counteract young peopiaoving away

The workshop protocols can be transferred to other regiathssimilar cultural and demographic
problems as the Ny2r ebprgenrggion. and VeOk® Kapugany
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4.1.10Coopeation in attracting EU funding

Although Interreg is the main EU funding source for EGT@y are also eligible
under other EU funding instruments. Some EGTCs successfully appther
programmes (see sigection 4.2.3) as illustrated by the Horizon 2020 project
implemented byEUCOR 1T The European Campu&GTCs may attract EU
funding for their own activitieas well ador their members or other institutions
in their territory. Ths is illustrated by the exampté EGTC Gate to Europthat
uses national funding to help NGOs and local authorities obtain EU funding.

Name of the good practice Nami ariine ECTe
cronym

QUSTECI Quantum Science and Since 2019 (ongoing) EUCORT The European
Technologies ahe European Campus Campus

EUCOR1 The European Campus aims to develop Research and Teaching Hubs in selected thematic
priority areas. One of tiseis Quantum TechnologResearcherat member universities of the EGTC
wanted to build a joint doctoral programme for taper Rhineregion. They identified th€OFUND

funding instrument proposed by the European Commissnaler Horizon 2020 (Marie Sklodowska

Curie Actions). Since COFUND onpyrovides funding for single beneficiaries, it was clear that applying
throughthe EGTC would be suitable to shmythe funding. Hence, EUCORThe European Campus
submitted a proposal in 2018 which was accepted by the European Commission. The grarhallow
recruitment of 39 Early Stage Researchers at four member universities and one industry partner (IBM
Research Zurich) who have been taking in a doctoral programme since May 2019. Furthermore, the
programme involves regional SMEs that offgernshipsand secondments in their labs and facilities.

In addition to funding sources of the five partner organisations, the programme receives an EU
contribution of EUR 4.®nillion. It is the first time that the EGTS§lccessfullyapplied for Horizon 2020
funding.

One challenge for applying for funding through Horizon 2020 is that different agreements need to be
negotiated and signedrhese includea Grant Agreement with the Europearon@nission and
Partnership Agreements with partner organisations, which requires legal expertise. However, the EGTC
only has a lean management structure which does not include professional legal experts. The EGTC

R therefore relies on the legal services ohmber universities
, 00 but these are not familiar with the legal details of the EGTC
§ '.. ..‘ ) and in generahre not responsible for the EGTC. External
' 0 o .0 ' QUSTEC legal expertise would be very costly. In the specific case of
‘e (YN QUSTEC, the university of Strasbourg led negotiatifmns
‘.o ' the Partnership Agreement, which led to a delay in the
e process andn hiring Early Stage Researchers for the

doctoral programme. Despite these challengssiccessful
application for Horizon 2020 funding is proof that the
© QUSTEC universities can jointly appljor third-party funding under
the EGTC umbrella.

QUSTEC training programme logo

The added value of the QUSTEC project is threefold.l¥jrisimproves tertiary education opportunities

along the Upper Rhine and helps the universities expand their doctoral programmes and become more
attractive for international researchers. Due to the involvement of private enterprises, QUSTEC
furthermore contributes to technology transfer and innovatiahe regional economy. Lastly, this
implies promoting synergies between different policies, ia tase between research and regional
policies EGTCs with universjtmembers might benefit from the experience regarding the management

of Horizon 2020 applications and projects.
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Name of the good practice Nami of the EGTC
cronym

6Ci vi l Meebonder i Since2017 Gate to Europe
Initiative (ongoing)
The Gate to Europe EGTC, established in 204 Zacilitator and mediatant he o6 Ci vi | Meet i
crosshborder Aread initiative.fundedhby thé HunhgariamMinistryeof st ar

Foreign Affairs as mumbrella initiative under which several projects are implemented.

The initiative suppo# project applications and professional aspirations of civil organisations, local
governments and small businesses, oventgralack of expertise in rural areas and small citidse

main source of income is agriculture and animal husbasdipaking thecrossborder area attractive

to a wider public is essentiédr the EGTC Gate to Europe has submitted two projects under the
LEADER Programme, one promoting typical local products, and one on institutional development
through new technological equipment.

The o6Civil meert d erg & mesdinavaivei bedawse ther EGTC is the first
organisation in a crodsorder area offering expertise and project management consultancy services
without payment. Gate to Europe EGTC is involved in elabayaand implemenhg 10-15 projects

each year.

Unfortunately, natural and environmental protection projectge lemcountered obstacledue to
different legal frameworks in Romania and Hungary. For example, despite EU legislation requiring
public informaion, information regardingroundvater resourcesiver basins, water capacities, and
thermal waters could not be publisiadRomania Thishindersan integrated strategy for crelssrder
irrigation. In addition, different legal definitions of forest dodestry further hamper joint approaches.

Events organised by or in collaboration with the EGIRCluding afootball competition, cultural days
anddays of traditional border areaealswere attended bynanypeoplefrom the cossborder area
They werealso coveredy local and majomational TV stations, radios and newspapers. help
promote theeGTCactivities, leaflets, billboards and other promotional materiakwroduced.

Project added valuis in the innovative character of the initiative sincisihew. Gate to Europe is the
first organisation in the border areaialihgives expertise and project management falifree This
kind of expertise can be
offered to NGOs and
replicated especially in rural
areas where there are limited
project experts The
experience could be of
particular interesto EGTCs
in similar territorial settings
which need support for
developing proposals and
capacities before they become
- : operational and effectively
Community Day in Nyiradony 2019 apply for EU funds.

© Gate to Europe EGTC
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4.1.11Cooperation in economic cooperation, jobs and growth

Some projects implemented by EGTCs focus on the labour market either by
offering placement services (e.g. Linieland van Waas en Hulst), helping specific
parts of tle population to find a job (e.RdbaDunaVag EGTQ or enhancing
employment creation through local product development and branding. Other
projects want to enhance economic cooperation throughloovdsr markets for

local products (e.g. Pannon) other crossthematic approaches (e.geon
Braganca Finally, EGTCs alsohave sector specific initiatives enhancing
competitiveness e.fpr ceramics or supporting innovation irhealth.

Name of the good practice Name of the EGTC (Acronym)

Grensinfovoorziening: Annual jobfair 20167 2019 EGTC Linieland van Waas en
and annual open enterprises event Hulst

The Interreg projedGrensinfovoorziening implemented by EGTC Linieland van Was en Hulst, aims

at reducing the obstacles that EU @tiz encounter when working in another EU member state.
project is cefunded by the Interrey/ A Belgium i The Netherlands (Vlaanderdén Nederland)
programme under the priority axggomoting employment and supporting labanobility. The EGTC

took action to addresaichproblems and with the cooperation of partner organisations in Flanders and
the Netherlandbas organisedn annual jobfair and an annual open enterprises event. The jobfair hosts
both Belgian and Dutch companies andtois come from both sides of the border. For the ebasder

open enterprises evetlhe EGTC invites entrepreneurs from the border region to visit comphaies
open their doors.

Every year the EGTCitries to
improve the jobfair and the open
enterprises evenby adding new
elements. Sometimeshe EGTC
encountes difficulties. For
example, hovean the EGT@nsure
inhabitants from Hulst inthe
Netherlands can reach the jobfair in
Beveren Belgiun? How canthe
EGTC meet request from
companies at the jobfair to have
more  Dutch/Flemish  students
(graduated¢o-be) among the
visitors? How does the EGTC
convey news othe eventandthe
possibiliies of  crossborder
| cooperatiorno potentiabisitors and
employer®

An impression of the EGTC jobfair 2019
© EGTC Linieland van Waas en HUISt (F|I|p DepI’OOS'[) EGTC Linieland van Waas en Hulst
canrely on different partners in orgasitig the jobfair and the open enterprises evirtasa strong
team working to make the events a success. ddmahasrepresentatives from tifeur municipalities

and other partners such as large employers from the regionsbomles job placement servicesda
alsoEURES

EGTC Linieland van Waas en Hulst aitsl partners discuss problems ang tiv find a solution. For
example, to meet the urgent demand of companies itrdlssborderregion for qualified personnel, at
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the jobfair in 2019 a new apg3rensMatchap® was launchedrf cooperation witiEEURES) to enable
companies and job applicaritsmeet each other online.

Both event®rganised by the EGTGlebeensuccessful. Employers are very eager to attend the jobfair
and unfortunately each yethe interest igreaterthan the places available. As a result of the activities
of the EGTC, thdabour market in the crodsorder regionhas more crossborder integration. For
example, theumber of companies with crebsrder employeesasincreased from 50% (2017) to 62%
(2019)in the arealn 2019 12 of the 92 employers at the fair found a match among visiting job
applicants. During the crog®rder open enterprises event in 20186 7f participating entrepreneurs
establisled new relations with other entreprengurhis highlightsthe added valuef bridging border
effectsusingthe EGTC instrumentfior crossborder cooperation and illustrates the EU aedde.
Each year, the jobfair is covered in several national newspapers.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

SILVER ECONOMY 20171 2019 RabaDunaVag EGTC

The Silver Economy is a way to describe the economic participation, needs and opportunities of people
above the age of 50. It is closely linked to European demographic trends, and the effects on life quality

for the older people and the wider Europeanecory . The &6Sil ver Economyd pro
economic cooper at i on -Huhgaridaroorder regiof. ¢t &as fundedtuhder th8 1 o v a
Interreg VA SlovakiaHungary Cooperation Programme and led by the EGTC.

The project brought togetheorsumers, employees and employers of this age group to strengthen cross
border cooperation. This included public and private institutions, public and private sectors, industrial
and commercial companies, chambers of commerce and institutions represkl@ingeople. This

meant encouraging Silver Economy products and services, developing that economic sector. The project
highlighted the role of healthy and active ageing to encourage high employment and decrease poverty,
making the SKHU border area a gogalace to live for future generations. The project strengthened
crossborder cooperation between residents and increased interest ibardssactivities.

The project also conducted free knowledge transfer
events on smart devices, electronic administration, job
search for 50+ age groups, and language courses. In
addition, conferences, workshops and presentations
were organised in six counties of the programme area,
including an exhibition where more than 1&&ibitors
offered silver economy products and services. These
events highlighted changes in consumer behaviour,
ways of enhancing international relations and the fact
that ageing is not a threat but an opportunity. The 50+
age group can stimulate the aomy by creating
demand for new products and services.

Enterprises, companies and target group organisations
were scouted for the project, which involved funded
network development in the SIHU border region.

Closing Press Conference
© SILVER ECONOMY

During implementation no obstacles were emtered.

The project can be easily transferred to other regions. Participants learnt about networks and
opportunities, inspiring and encouraging them to start new businesses. Furthermore, participants got
familiar with intelligent devices, technology anéi@ministration to better position themselves on the

job market and keep up with younger colleagues.
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, Project Name of the EGTC
Name of the good practice ;
duration Acronym

IG Heritage Realiscovered heritage. Employment Since 2019 IsterGranum
development through crod®rdernetworking of local (ongoing)
producers

IsterGranum EGTC haselpedwith branding crossorder local products fothe lastfive years.

Throught h K5 Héritage Reliscovered heritage p r thg EE5EQ aims to build a local product

network and give local producers the opportunity to sell their goodiscal marketsCrossborder
networkingshould heldocal producersncrease employment amttvelop new productdhe project

will also help withprovide packaging, delivery and buihdj an IsterGranum Local Product brand. The

project is funded byriorityax i s 3 on &6 Promoting sustainable and
| abour m ahk icrbstarderd Interreg Hungar@lovakia programme. The project has been
approved bythe Territorial Action Plan for Employment, a unique tool to promote sustainable and
quality employment, support labour mobility and increase synergies between projects

The main obstactethe EGTC encountereidvolved

the different legal backgroundm Hungary and
Slovakia. These included different rules and
regulationson qualityfor local products antbr selling

in local markets. For example, there are different
conditions on the use of cadProducts can be sold in
local markesin Hungary without using a cash register,
while in Slovakia local producedo notpay taxon a
limited amountof farmgate salesAlthoudh it has
been difficult for the EGTC to overcome legal
obstacles, it has supported local producers by
providing themwith a guidebook on crodsorder
legislation.

Through this project, employment in agriculture has
increased and the number of young people leaving
small villages decreased. Furthermore, the quality of
products has improved, due to better processing,
packaging and branding, whifgroducts also have a
longer life span by using cooling containeBhese
have also helped increatte income of producers.

The Slovak side of Isteeranum EGTC is mainly
agricultural and the Hungarian side predominately

L : ~-1 industrial, so the projecthas enableccrossborder
Local producers trace.

© IsterGranum EGTC

The results of the project have also been transferred to other Visegrad countries. EGTCs have been
inspired by this approach to support local producers and some LEADER projects under the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, involving bo#fisegrad andther MShave been realised

based on knowledge exchange with lsgganum EGTC.
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Name of the good practice Project Name of the
J i duration EGTC (Acronym

Crossmarkets Institutional cooperation to enhance 201871 2019 Pannon
crossborder sel | i narketst |

The Crossmarkets project aimed to enhance institutional cooperation across municipalities as well as
owners and operators of farmersd markets. This \
in the border region of Hungary and Croatia could owere legal and administrative obstacles that

hinder them selling their products on the other side of the border. The project examindbtess

sales possibilities for local products in the border region by comparing legal and administrative
frameworkswith producer demands and expectations. The project also proposed measures to facilitate
crossborder sales opportunities for local products.

During implementation, many legal an
administrative obstacles to crassrder sales

One difficulty was to involve the relevang
actors. The producers were sceptical ab
the project as they felt the demarmt focal
products was insufficient, even domesticalljid
Furthermore, involving policy actors was
major challenge, especially in Hunga
where the public administration workloa
grew considerably with municipal electio
in 2019. Several other facts madthe sale of &
agrarian products on the other side of t
border a lot more difficult including a lack o W%
information, linguistic barriers and limitedpgnnon EGTC Crossmarket

cooperation. © Pannon

Knowing and understanding the legislation and regulations improves farmer and primary producer
competitiveness and enlarges supply especially given the diversified products in the area next to the
border. Exchanges of experience and requirements across the institutions led to publicising information
about locations and specific requirementsof faitms 6 mar ket s on bot-lmguali des o
format. During implementation of the project, the EGTC closely cooperated with local governments in

both Hungary and Croatia. Regional actors, development agencies and ministry representatives from
Croatia and Hungary were invited to discuss policy recommendations.

The recommendations modify regulations to facilitate cbmssgler sales of local products. The process

involved an analysis to collect and analyse the needs of Croatian and Hungarias filareressborder
selling in | ocal farmersd markets. Then a gap an
overcome legal, administrative and languagjated obstacles. This led to online and offline guidance

and information for locavaluechain actors. Finally, recommendations for local, regional and national

public policy were created.

In terms of disseminatiospolubhéeoB&EICmpatt ngi pat &8¢
the '‘Boosting EU Border Regions' network. Isalpublished four articles on results of the project.
Further more, events were posted on the projecto:
rural areas which lack harmonised administrative infrastructure to aid-lwwodsr sales for local

farmers and primary producers. The solution and tools developed by this project should be highly
relevant for similar crosborder regions and easily adaptable to local specificities.
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cronym

Strategic Plan for the EGTC 201571 2019 LednBraganca
LednBraganca

With the preparation of the crebsrder &trategic Pland EGTC LedrBraganca created ahaed

instrument to structure future craserder cooperatiorthe project was supported bye Interreg VA
programme Spain Portugal (MPpravi@gritee Mjtitutionaticapacitypand o r i t
efficiency of the public administratién)To implement the strategic plan effectivelyhasspecific

objectives, among which are developmeita territorial diagnosisand a territorial development

strategy, an action plan, monitoring mechanismsadn@mework to enhance communication between

EGTC members.

EGTC LeodnBragancavas the promoter of the projed@the EGTC general assembly and its members
decided to implement this project to create a defined working strategy, structuring the activities and
projects of members. The strategic pikathe roadmap for the 2022027 programming period.

D lierrey ®@ 7 PLAN ESTRATEGICO During thelife cycle of theproject no obstacles

spafa - Portuga 1 AECTI.EﬂN-BRAG H
i il LWNOWA,EG,CO were encountered All steps were running

smoothly according to official procedures in
the public bodiesand theadministrativeand
time  requirements. Smoah project
implementation was however the result of
thorough preparation by the project manager
and staff. Thee areexperienced and well
aware of the administrative procedures and
requirements.

The main project outcome is thiStrategic
Working together for a better future Plar§ which is a bilingual (PT/ES) document
© EGTC Le6nBraganca with a roadmap fofuture cooperation within

the EGTC. This document was elaborated
during almost a yeawith participatoryapproaches, wolving more than 100 entities aithabitantsn
local meetingsThe purposef the participatory approaches was also to create synergies between social
and economic actors as well as other target groups from both sides of the border.

The EGTCdStrategic Plafhas been presented to the general puhkocial mediandlocal aswell as
regional TV and newspapershe document is publig accessibleand can be consultemhthe EGTC
website The reception has been positive according to calls and emailpé&opteinterestedin how
the cooperation strategyill be implemented and how loga¢oplecan benefifrom the cooperation.

EU added value of this projet in the resultwheretwo local authoritiefrom different countries
without experience and tradition crossborder planningmanaged to collaborate. This was made
possible through shared objectives in local development, which provided the cooperation rationale.

The experiences evaluated astrongly positive because two territories from Portugal and Spin
unrelatedpublic bodiesand no common cooperation strategigsanaged to collaborate in territorial
developmentExperiencdrom theworking methodologwyndthe local stakeholder participatipnocess
can be transferret other areasl he outcomenaybe less transferable due to the many specificities of
the EGTCterritory, reflected in théStrategic Plad
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

MED.net 20181 2022 DIETAMED

DIETAMED EGTC is an associated partner theMED.net project. The project deals with cooperation

in an integrated tounis offer, economic cooperation, jobs and growth. The project is implemented under
the Interreg MED Programme. DIETAMED is involved to improve and explore the Mediterranean Diet
(MD) as definedn the UNESCO Mediterranean Diet Convention.

There are severgroject outcomes so far. Firstly, the adoption of comprehensive MD concepts with
innovative tools, anD recognised as an opportunity for smart economic growtmote rural areas.
Secondly, itstrengtheneexploitation of the MD, through UNESCO MD regions by expanding the
territories subscribing the UNESCO Med Diet Convention. Thirdly, it promoted MD interndyiduyal
addressing thentireMD systems of its digtctive products to build an innovative integratedrketing

brand and htech networked complementary services. Lastly, the project enhanced adoption of the MD
by targeting specific communities through slow tourism and created a durable network inuebiisg

local communities, enterprises, research resntand public administrations to promote new
opportunitiefor MD products and services younger generations.

Implementation was hampered by obstacles related to imgnagoject development and the

invol vement of soci al actors i n Bpsaaniotggralipariofte t he |
Mediterranean identityThe MDis registered in the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage

of Humanity by UNESCO. Thanks to an appropreate effectivepartnershipmany of these obstacles

have been overcame.

The project received a
high responsdrom the
target audience thanks
to  efficient local
communication and a
dedicated online
platform. In addition,
DIETAMED EGTC
participated in
advertising campaign
seminars and live
laboratories in  the
) EGTC areafo identify

) ] and disseminat best
Kick -off meeting MED.net practices under the MD
© MD.Net project archive brand. Media coverage
has also been guaranteed abroad through the projeebsite, the newsletters service and the
communication plan prepared by Campania Region, which is the lead partner

= i |

It is worth noting that the EGTC presented the MED.net project during the European Week of Regions
and Cities in October 2019 in Brussel$is emphassedthe value of the Mediterranean lifestyle and
stimulakeda debate on cohesion and enhiagthe European identity.

The important results achieved by MED.net are ishascientific knowledge and research on MD,
reinfordng the MD identity ard cooperation among regions in the international market, icgeat
innovative products and services, spiegdinformation, workshops and MD professionals, and
strengtheimg partnerships among quadruielix actoré.

8 This recognises four main types of actors for innovation, namely science, policy, industry and society.
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Name of the good practice Project duration NI @ i [Eee
(Acronym)

CLAY - Cross Sector support for Innovative an Since 2018 (ongoing AEuCC
Competitive Artistic Ceramic SMEs

In 2018 the Agrupacién Europea de Cooperacion Territorial Ciudades de la Ceramica (AEUCC) EGTC,
started i mplementing the CLAY 6Cross Sector supp
SMEs &6 pr oj ec tapartiehaad cBn@ibus to gisoject as sector and communication

advisor. The project is funded by the Interreg Europe Programme, priwtéy axis 2 related to SME
competitiveness.

CLAY boosts SME

, ? M E | | - competitiveness in the ceramic
I sector through interregional

8 policy learning to support

gk NI innovation in  technologies,
MN|N| - processes and products. It
supports the ceramic sector by
prioritising new technologies,
strengthening brands and
developing new services to
maintain competitive advantage

and face the challenge of
globalisation.

Artistic Ceramics represents a

central part of European tradition,

with mainly small and micro

© AEUCC EGTC enterprises that were hit by the
economic crisis and lowost competitin. A project goal is to show that product and process design
alongwithi nnovati on can keep tradition and modernity

Project implementation is encountering some issuitsexpenditure approvagspeciallyfor AEUCC
salaries and management coSischissues should be solvéy harmonisng national regulations for
EGTC guidelines. A project implementation is entering th& demester, out of 1Ghere are few
outcomesso far Project EU added value lids enhaning SME competitiveness and business
opportunities that could be replicated in other costaxt territories.

Media coverage of the project is very good and has included airticlesal partner andpecialised
sector magazines, social media campaigress releases, Interreg events and dissemination activities.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

KISS ME 20171 2021 Pyrénéedviéditerranée

The KISS ME- &Knowledge and Innovation Strategies involving SMpmject is cefunded by the
Interreg Europe 2012020 programme. The project wants to improve the policy instruments addressing
SMEs to develop, grow and engage in innovation processés.shibuldimprove the innovation
capacity of SMEs across Europentiibuting to the EU202@oal of Smart GrowthThe partners in the
projectareborder regionsrom Germany and the Netherlands (Euregio RiWal), France and Spain
(EGTC Pyreneeblediterranean), Hungary and Croatia (HAMAG BICR@} well asSweden and
Norway (Varmland County Administrative Board; Hedmark County Council).

The EGTC decided to participate in
the KISS ME project sincéhis isa
unigue opportunity to strengthen the
innovation capacity of SMEs by
comparing approaches from four
border regions while sharing
experiences and good practices.

The main obstacles have been the
limited EU funding schemes for
financing SME activities, «isting
barriers to crosborder innovative
collaboration and the needo
harmonig regional innovation
strategies (RIS3) and innovation
labelled funds. During the first two
» t and a half yearsof implementation,
Action Plan presentation KISS ME project the E.GTC has enggged in-a policy

_ learning proess sharing experiences
© KISS ME project with three other European regions,
allowing them to get a wider understanding of ciossder policy instrument$o selfassess regional
policy instruments targeting SMEs and their potential ai@asmprovement.

g =% T

As aresult, ta EGTC has defined an action plan with three interrelated and incremental. aldtiezes

area Euroeregional guide on barriers to cressrder collaboration for SMEgmplementation of the
O0new -rkeugrioon al R1 S306 ( whegional Innevalioh Striategy with tespectivéE u r o
regional RIS3 strategies) and the first Evegional call for proposal on R&l for collaborative projects.

This Action Plan contains concrete measures for the EGTC to be implemented during the second phase
of the KISS MEproject.

The goal is to create a lo#gsting sustainable instrument improving the participation of SMEs in
cooperative crosborder innovation actions and boosting regional competitiveness. However, these
actions are still oigoing and the results anet available yet. Furthermore, it is foreseen that the project
results will be disseminated at European and regionalsievel they will be worth deplayg in all

border regions trying to support SME competitiveness across borders.
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4.1.12Cooperation in spatial planning

Several examples show how EGTCs enhance local spatial planning by supporting
institutional cooperation (e.g. Arrabona), developing a ebosderspatial plan

(e.g. Alzette Belval) or implementing an integrated strategy (IT1) in a-trosker

area (e.geGTC RIO MINHO. The EUKN project example relateo the urban
agenda. The last two examples provide methodological sufgpaographical
information systems (GIS) (e.§ecrétariat du Sommet de la Grande Régamal
multi-level governancee(g. ESPON EGTC).

Name of the good practice e JUELTES ) s
duration EGTC (Acronym

Building institutional cooperation for greener settlemer 20171 2019 Arrabona
within Arrabona EGTC territory "BuilCoGreen"

The BuilCoGreen projeds funded under priority axis dnstitutional Cooperatidiof the Interreg VA
SlovakiaHungary crossborder programme It usesa stakeholder participatory proce®spromote
institutional cooperation for greener settlements within the Arrabona EGTC teriitogyaim is to
increase cooperation between settlements, local governments and their urban services.fdrovaler
municipalitiesand their everyday urban management tasks are well known by Arrabona EGTC. This
made the EGTC a natural lead partner to @m@nt a project related kocal institutional cooperation.

BuilCoGreenis based oseveral organisational and facilitative activities:
(1) organising workshops for experience sharing, case staddso-creation,
(2) organising a mentoring and implementation servicerfonicipalitiesand
(3) creating a supporting/cooperation interfacatoinicipalities tashae experiencegknow-how and
to poolurban service resources (equipment, tools, vehicles, etc.) to intpeirefficiency.

Project outputs continue foirtherthe overall objective and address needs of the area even after project
completion. The project contributed to the programme area by organising workshops to foster exchange
of practical and theoretical gogutacticesbetween authorities and other partners in the redibis
cooperation was formalised via the project and persists eveitaftenclusion. The cooperation is also
strengthened via theint cooperationiCT platform. This is available to stakelders and ensures the
long-term usability of project outputa similar contexts

Project results were also directly linked
with media coverage due to tlygpe of
BuilCoGreen activities. Press releases
were disseminated to regional and
national media. The workshops were
accompanied by short videos on their
outcomes.Awarenessraising materials
and handoutsinclude best practices
related tagreener settlements

The local goverme nt s of Gy Rt
Mosonmagyarévar, Dunajska Streda, and

Samorin and theurban service provision

companies benefit from the case studies
andpublic documents that summaritee

results of workshops, experiences and
guidelines

. el
Elaborating solutions to shared problems together
© Arrabona EGTC
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The EU added value of the ot is that partners and stakeholdeasgeintensified and institutionalised

their crossbordercommunication and cooperation. The organisations are expected to become more
resource effective and implement know hfyam the EGTC crosborder region. Thigiood practice

can be transferred through professional forums or workshops and regional development related
platforms.

Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

Alzette Belval crosborder Since 2018ongoing) Alzette Belval EGTC
spatial planning strategy

I n 2018 the Al zette Bel v AliletteBEvalCroshorderspadgatiplannmg | e me n
strategy®6 project . -bohderspatialplamiogtandfaions at enbasmcing acrossr 0 S s
border strategic vision of spatial developminthe Alzette Belval crosborder agglomeratiorthe
ocrmsger spat i alwilistimulateinnavgtiorswithinah&®@Tg yeéritory notablyby

identifying challenges and opportuniti&f®m ongoingsocioeconomidevelopment andy defining an

integrated polycentric and creberder strategyo increase the attractiveness and competitiveness of

the area

The crossborder spatial planning strategy of Alzette Belval EGTC follows effottse Greater Region
to create a joint spatial planning strategy. The Greater Régiosedon creatirg a shared knowledge
base and a common language. This encompasdimgnosis allowing spatialisation of the problems,
and the elaboration of cartographic presentatiormader relatedisks and opportunitie§.he spatial
planning strategwill be basedn theseand actionsvill ensure an operational compongritentified.

To achieve a shared result, créisder participatory workshopsill bring together local actors and
thematic experts to strengthen the support of actors in the Greater Region.

The project replicates the Greater Region approf/
but intends to implement the cressrder spatial
planning strategy for its specific cregerder
territory. The project assemble French and
Luxembourg sptial development documentis
getan overview of strategic and coherent synerg
which can be created.

Althoughthere weresome difficulties, the project]
creaed a crosshorder planning documeir the

EGTC Alzette Belval territory. The first versiof

the document was presented to EGTC member
October 2019. T h e-bordéx |
spati al p | apmoject warks m closa
cooperation with the Interreg VA Grande Régiq—
Uni GR - Center for Border Studies anihe

MMUST projects, toensure consistency an
transfer of knowledge between scientifi{
institutional and operational players.

Since the project is still in its initial stage, th~
documents have not been published yet. Pul ®
reception of the projecthas not yet been [ji—ee o .
investigaed. TheEU added valuéesin usngthe Map of the EGTC territory

EGTC to moderate coordination of crdssrder © EGTC Alzette Belval

spatial planning documentghich helps toovercome borders arehhance therossborder dimension
of territorial developmentThis experience, ifdleemedsuccessfulcould be replicated by EGTCs
interested in implementing crebsrder planning stratézs.
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

CrossBorder River Minho strategly 2017 or earlier EGTC Rio Minho
River Minho 2030 (ongoing)

Withthecrosh or der 6 Ri v stmategytherEGTC plar® ® Dnprove institutional cooperation

in the two municipalities.Through crossborder cooperation, the EGTC plans to improve the
socioeconomic situatioim the border area and increase wadl-being oflocal citizens.Joint projects

and collaboratiomwill increaseéhe number olocaljobsas well asocial and territorial cohesion between

the two territories. A special focus is on cregegual opportunities on both sides of the boetavell
asinterlinking enterprises and fim3.he pr oj ect was al so promot ed
Mi nhod, f un dberder dgperatibngrogramme Spiortugal 20142020.

The project started before the
EGTC was foundedwhen cross
border cooperation between the
partner municipalities was still
organised under th2003Valencia
agreement between Portugal and
Spain. The EGTC builds on this
experience by continuing prajes

I and initiatives from beforeits
foundation in 2018.

Themain aitcome of the project is
a bottomup strategic plan,
supported by awide public

. — : participation pocess This process
EGTC consultative board meetingin April 2019 involved the public, such as
© EGTC RioMinho citizens of thetwo municipalities

but dsolocal, regional and nationptivate institutionsfrom Portugal and Spain.

TheEU added value of the EGTC and the project is that the stratelgylesa bottomup approach for
the Minho River. This fosters a strategic and integrated approachefdovercome barrierfrom
national borders. Thialsohelps to increase visibilitgf regional and nationauthorities in Spain and
Portugalthroughthe common objectives of the two border municipalities.

The EGTC plans to implement a crdssrder Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI) instrumenthie

near future to deepen cooperation between the two municipalitiesswould be the second cress
borderand EGTC implementel’| in the EU During the upcming programming period 2022027,

the EGTC will implemenan elaborated and weatbordinated catalogue of measures. This will increase
the accountability and transparency of EU funds by increasing effectiveness, efficiency but also
visibility of EU-fundedmeasures towards improving everyday fdethe local population.

9 See:http://smartminho.eu/noticias/?lang=jpt
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Name of the good practice Nami s i S
cronym

Possibilities and strategies of the German 20181 2020 EUKN
Presidency of the Council of the EU in 2020

EUKN EGTC is part of a consortium to prepare the urban progréaomtige German Presidency of the

EU Council in the second half of 2020. The EGTC is responsible for the European dialogue needed to
create political support among all urban stakeholdersarkth. At the end of the German Presidency,

EU Ministers responsible for urban matters will be invited to acknowledge two political documents
Onewill set the political and operational framework for urban and regional development between EU
MS, and in coopration with the European Commission and other urban stakehadeesvLeipzig

Charter on the principles of urban developm@&iie other will bean operational document to continue

the EU Urban Agenda, established under the Dutch Presidency of 201¢rdjket is funded by the
German Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and Commuiigi/I) and the Germarrederal
Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial Develop(B&ER).

The consortium has been selected due to its expertise in urban policy and research. EUKN EGTC has
been a strategic knowledge partnemM& and EU Presidencies for over 15 years. The project allows the
EUKN to play a key strategic role in helping to shdmepolitical and operationfiameworkfor urban

matters. It builds oeGTCexperiences of working witMS. Being an EGTC helpeid establising a

legal, financial and operational framewdhlat caract as a European organisation. For this project, apart
from political andproject management issues, no specific obstaclesememintered. Theroject will

be finished at the end of 2024Jterthe informal ministerial meeting on urban matténe newleipzig

Charter adopted arainew operational framework for the Urban Agenda for the EU established. At the
same time, the urban programme of the German Presidency will also facilitate cooperation in urban
developmentspatial planning, economic coopeaost;j jobs and skills within theU Urban Agenda.

The new Leipzig Charter will define the political priorities and main principles for sustainable urban
development needed to support European towns and cities in their transformation towards-a carbon

N N A -\ ‘ I : —] neutral  society. The
Vv T AT R\ A J/ L project concerns alMS
: . o A A ¥ 1=y < _ | and assoctad countries.

The added value of this
project is the political and
operational  framework
for urban development
- 9. @4 _ | for the following decade.
AT Apart  from  political
- interest in the project, it
| might be interesting for
| other EGTCs to learn
from the EUKN how to
cooperate in an EWwide

. . _ setting and be effective,
European dialogue meeting to prepare the German Presidency of 2C oyen “with truly limited

© Presidency team resources.
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Name of the good practice | Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

GeoConnectGR 20181 2019 EGTC Secrétariat du Sommet de la Grane
Région
GeoConnectGHs a Bsolutions project e ——.
financed by the European Commission v;””";;ﬂ PSS .
investigate innovative ways of mitigatin Y e R B

and resolving border obstacles. Th
project addressed the lack of
interoperaldity between geodata from
different sources across borders.

Despite advances in the use of cros
border spatial data, there are st
administrative and legal obstacles |
institutional cooperation irnthe Greater
Region.For environmental data on wate
body networks, existing Greater Regio
datasetsdid not provide sufficient detail. AL ;
Environmentalassessmenteely on fine  River system of theGreater Region mapped under
grained data, e.g. to assess the 'mpaCtG)éoConnectGR

new infrastructure on surface and

groundwater quality. The main obstaclé® SIGGR/GISGR

were the lack of continuoysrecisedata, inaccessibility of data because of licence and data format
constraints and the fatttat water networklatawas produced separately by the partners of the Greater
Region, following different legal, organisational and technical principléshesecomplicatethe use

of this extremely valuable geographic data.

To resolve these difficults, the EGTC partnered with the working grdigmd registry and mappidg
of the Summit of theGreater Region and GeoportfIS-GR6. Theprojectobjective was to create
harmonised geodata on the Greater Regiater network complyingwith the INSPIREdirective'™.
The project was divided ia work packages to tackle different data challenges. Thedackagavas
harmonising the geometry of water bodies at the borders to ensure connethieitgeond work
package realisetthe geodata sedt the level of the Greater Region and a third package appaonaed
commercial licence faall project partners.

GeoConnectGRs a first step towards an interoperable dataset for the Greater Régmn the
beginning it was clear that the project could solve allsuchcrossborderproblems.Nevertheless,
GeoConnectGR shows a way towards harmonigegpata seigesting and working principles that
could be applied anywhere in the EU.

The projectaddresses the neé¢ol coordinaé geodata types, formats and licencing at EU leMsS.
possess O6treasuresd of reliable geodata but can
restrictions,incompatiblemetadata between sources or different svaly data collection. Alternative

open datas much less reliable. Making officidine-grained and reliable geodapablic, following

common EUlevel criteriaespecially concerningnvironmental hazards of great added valudll

border regions in the UE can benefit from these experiences and use the instruments, such as an
agreement between project partners establishing a common licence-fmmoercial use.

10 See:http://map.gisgr.eu/theme/transport?version=3&z00m=8&X=669751&Y=6416190

11 The INSPIRE directive lays out common implementing rules for a number of specific areas (metadata, data
pecifications, network sercices, data and service sharinf and monitorimgpaowtng) for spatial data
infrastructures of the Member States (dg#s://inspire.ec.europa.eu/inspiiective/?).
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Name of the good practice Project duration Name of the EGTC (Acronym

ACTAREA - Thinkingand Planning in
Areas of Territorial Cooperation

20161 2018

ESPON EGTC

ESPON EGTC is the sole beneficiary of the ESPON Programme. Its main task is to deliverafontent

the ESPON 2020 Cooperation Programriieh e

A CT ARrkiAg add Planning in Areas of

Territor i alprojeCtonmiple relatad itopoopérationin spatial planning, was launched in
November 2016 and ended in 2018. The Swiss Federal Office for Spatial Development, which was the
lead stakeholdén the project, submitted the project proposal to be implemented as part of the Specific
Objective 2 advity. The objective of the project was to identify gagalernancgracticesn so-called

6Action areasb?®6,

t hei rtermimpacte ment ati on

. il

12. Renewal of slrategn(
objectives

of experience
10. Implementation of
joint activities

8. Renewal of strategic
objectives

9. Adaptation of governance
structures

3
»
B
-
o
»

7. Collection & processing
of experience
6. Building trust &

confidence )
5. Implementation of

4. Setting up of joint activities
ingu

overnance structure -
J 3. Consensus-building on

I common strategic objectives
2. Identification of gicob)

common

: . 1. Intense dialogue &
interests & objectives 9

networking

11. Collection & processing

Spiral of growth in cooperation

and their
The nmain obstacles during
project implementation related
to constraints in implemeing
some casestudies (interviews
with stakeholderstook more
time than expected)limited
time and budget to finalise the
contract and further exploit the
topic, budget constraints for
project missions and meetings
with stakeholders. The
transferability of project outg

is weak becaus¢here is no
translationof project results

In general, these obstacles
have been overcome thanks to
the continuous and active
involvement of stakeholders
and the high level of expertise
of the consortium conducting
the project. The dad
stakeholder played a key role
in the communication and flow
of information among project
actors.To compensatéor the
lack of budget, Steering
Committee meetings were
organised in  stakeholder

offices and telephone interviews were preferiBuke obstales were minimised and did not negatively

impactthe projectoutcomes.

The main outcomes asecomparative analysis of cooperation areas in Europe and practical guidance
on implemening and coordinahg implementation of policies in these argagenexisting governance,
including examples of good practices. The results of the project were discussed and paiesatinézath

events in Budapest, Paris, Dublin, Nova Gorica and Luxembourg.

EU added value relageo a better understanding of soft tesritl cooperation, tools to be used in
territorial cooperation at different levels, transferability of the results ancht$ee stug methodology.
This experience was also very useful to provide tailor made support to stakeholders.
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https://portal.cor.europa.eu/egtc/CoRActivities/Pages/welcome.aspx


































